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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The 196-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


13 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 
Up to f the newsstand price 
Four special including the 100-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PWI 500” 
y right to your home 
And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” 

Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 


Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport's top stars . . . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” ...““Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 


subscription to PWI includes the spectacular |00-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 
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SAVE UP TO 25%!! 

(Please check one) 

(W YES! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 

(_] | am enclosing $33.85 for a |3-issue subscription—a 20% 

savings off the newsstand price! 

(] lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 

25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

(_] I wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 

_] | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 

Please indicate method of payment: 


_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 


[] VISA# 
[| MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: / > 
MO/YR 


Signature: 


Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PO. Box 910 « 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 
CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 
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NEW WORLD CHAOS 
The New World Order has gone 
too far with their actions against 
the WCW. Eric Bischoff went over 
the line recently when he fired 
Randy Anderson and stripped 
Rick and Scott Steiner of the 
WCW World tag team titles. I’m 
tired of NWO members trying to 
convince fans that Hulk Hogan 
defeated Roddy Piper when 
Hogan was the one who lost. 
| think these actions of the 
NWO are hurting WCW and make 
it less interesting to watch. | hope 
somebody dethrones Hulk Hogan 
soon. 
SCOTT DIRCK 
Dover, NH 


TOO CRITICAL 
OF SHAWN 
Bret Hart has been condemning 
Shawn Michaels every chance he 
gets. I’m a big Bret Hart fan, but | 
feel Bret has gone too far. Shawn 
has been a fighting champion, tak- 
ing on all the top contenders, as 
well as contributing to various 
charities. 
| think Bret’s reaction to Shawn 
is just sour grapes on the “Hit- 
man’s” part because he lost the 
WWF title to Shawn. Bret should 
concentrate on seeking a rematch 
instead of resorting to slanderous 
rhetoric. 
BRUCE D. GRAY 
Orlando, FL 


Bret Hart’s criticism of Shawn 
Michaels is really starting to both- 
er me. Hart has had a lot to say 
the last couple of months, like: 

*“l’ve faced the best wrestler in 
the World Wrestling Federation, 
‘Stone Cold’ Steve Austin.” (Raw, 
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October 2, 1996). 

“Shawn Michaels is a waste of 
human flesh! He must set an 
example for the youth of today. 
But he doesn’t.” (THE WRESTLER, 
February 1997). 

e“He’s sour grapes, he can’t 
accept the fact that he’s not as 
good as | am.” (Raw,: December 
16, 1996). 

Does the fact that Michaels is 
energetic, charismatic, and 
dances in the ring make him a 
less of a role model? Remember, 
it was Bret who attacked Shawn 
after his match with “Psycho” Sid, 
and it is Bret who always has 
something to say about Shawn on 
TV and in the magazines. Bret 
calls himself the “excellence of 
moral integrity” and states that he 
is a better role model. He says 
that a role model is someone who 
never quits, but look at Shawn’s 


The Steiners being 
stripped of the WCW 
World tag team title, the 
tiring of Randy Ander- 
son, Hulk Hogan claim- 
ing he beat Roddy Piper 
at Starrcade ‘96. All this 
is a bit much for reader 
Scott Dirck to take. 


THE WRESTLER was overwhelmed with 
mail chastising Bret Hart for his criti- 
cism of Shawn Michaels. Of course, that 
was before Shawn was forced to relin- 
quish the title. 


track record vs. Bret’s. 

Come on, Bret, get with it. If 
you're so great, why do you have 
to keep reminding us? 

DIVYA PATHAK 
Tavistock, Hong Kong 


STINGING 
ACCUSATIONS 

Sting has always been my 
favorite wrestler and | support him in 
his boycott of the WCW. How can 
WCW not trust Sting after all he has 
done for WCW over the last eight 
years? Everyone who was once 
behind him all of a sudden doubted 
his loyalties, so he started to sulk. 
When he DDT’d Jeff Jarrett, Rick 
Steiner, and Jim Duggan, it was 
because they were badmouthing 
him. 

| have studied Sting since it all 


began and nobody knows what's 
going on with him except for the few 
who care to really pay attention as 
to what is going on. | think everyone 
needs to quit assuming he is with 
the NWO. To me, Sting will always 
be the true WCW leader. 

| don’t believe Sting will ever be a 
rulebreaker or be bad enough to 
even make it on the “Most Hated” 
list of this magazine. 

Sting, if you are reading this, 
remember that you have a couple of 
true fans. As for those who doubt 
him, beware, because Sting will get 
his revenge. | hope the fans will one 
day come to realize that Sting has 
always been trustworthy and loyal 
to WCW. Now that Sting has been 
betrayed, it will be hard for him to 
ever trust anyone again. Sting 

(Continued on page 74) 


in Amanda Leigh Sargent, who is convinced that her 
from the darkness to once again lead WCW in its ongoing 
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HE WAR BETWEEN the 
WWF and ECW is in full 
swing, and | guess we have 
Jerry Lawler to thank for that. 
Lawler got upset when a fan sit- 
ting in the front row during a live 
broadcast of WWF Monday Night 
Raw kept holding up an ECW 
sign. He grabbed the sign from 
the fan, then said some very nasty 
things about ECW. He challenged 


ECW wrestlers to show up at Raw 
the next week and they did just 
that. 

Lawler tells me he doesn’t 
regret lambasting ECW and had 
been wanting to do it for a long 
time. 

“ECW wrestlers are a bunch of 
out-of-shape nobodies, guys who 
couldn't make it in the WWF,” he 
said. “If they took away the chairs, 


Jerry Lawler, who has wrestled in quite a few bloody barbed-wire 
matches in his day (above), started a WWF-ECW war by condemning 
the violent ECW style. Tommy Dreamer (top right) says he’d be glad to 


ECW’s Sandman) is caught in the middle. 
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prove he’s as good as anyone in the WWF, while Flash Funk (right, vs. 


By Bill Apter 


= 
the barbed wire, and the half- 
naked women, they’d have noth- 
ing. Zero. None of their guys are 
athletes. They're just a bunch of 


beer-drinking, truck-driver rejects 
who think what they do is called 


‘wrestling. Do you know that 99 


percent of the fans never heard of 
ECW? Who cares about them?!” 

It looked like the WWF and 
ECW were on the verge of war 


last September, when at a WWF 
In Your House pay-per-view in 
Philadelphia, ECW’s Sandman, 
seated at ringside with Tommy 
Dreamer and Paul E. Danger- 
ously, spit beer on Savio Vega 
while Vega was wrestling Justin 
Bradshaw. Although the three men 
had purchased their front-row tick- 
ets, they were ejected from the 
building for disorderly conduct. 
Another incident happened the fol- 
lowing night.on Raw when manager 
Bill Alfonso and Taz walked 
through the crowd, climbed over a 
barrier at ringside, and tried to get 
into the ring. They, too, were ush- 
ered out of the building by security. 

Things calmed down a few 
days later after WWF President 
Gorilla Monsoon met with several 
ECW officials. But now Lawler’s 
comments have forced ECW 
wrestlers such as Dreamer to 
defend their honor. Several of 
them told me to let everyone in the 
WWE know that they could show 
up at any WWF card and make life 
miserable for the WWF wrestlers. 

“| could wrestle hold-for-hold 
probably better than anyone on 
the current WWF roster,” Dreamer 
told me. “Bloody matches, hey, it’s 
just the ECW style, but | can out- 
wrestle any WWF guy. So can a 
lot of guys in ECW.” 

Flash Funk, who signed with 
the WWF late last year, after a 
successful stint in ECW as 2 Cold 
Scorpio, hopes this war ends 
soon. 

“Lawler made a mistake by say- 
ing what he did about ECW,” Funk 
told me. “The WWF is the best 
federation in the world; that’s why 
I’m here. But we'd be fools to 
underestimate guys like Raven, 
Sandman, Sabu, Taz, and Rob 
Van Dam. They could wrestle in 
any promotion in the world and do 
well. These are highly motivated, 
dangerous men.” 

| asked Lawler why he was so 
quick to knock the violent specialty 
matches when he has taken part 
in dozens of chain and barbed- 
wire matches during his career. 


\ 
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Taz and Perry Saturn found the WWF's In Your House pay-per-view in Philadelphia 


mA 


a little boring. Lawler may have made a mistake in reawakening this interpromotion- 


al feud. 


“Only on occasion, and only to 
settle big feuds,” he said. “It’s a 
last resort kind of thing. ECW has 
bloody matches all the time. They 
go overboard. | wouldn’t take my 
family and friends to see a bunch 
of sick-in-the-head guys fight until 
one of them bleeds to death. I'll 
take my family to the WWF, where 


Steve Anderson’s View 


| know there’s tight security and 
where | know they'll be safe. At a 
WWF card, you can enjoy good, 
solid wrestling.” 

Lord Steven Regal is every bit 
as upset as Lawler these days, but 
his problems have nothing to do 
with ECW. He is still reeling from 

(Continued on page 76) 
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with Steve 
Anderson 


ways joked about having 

writer's block, about how 
difficult it is to come up with a 
topic for this column every 
four weeks. For this month’s 
column, | considered about a 
dozen different topics, but 
none really inspired me. 

Then came Thursday Raw 
Thursday. 

And the face of profession- 
al wrestling changed forever. 
And | had a column to write 
that, quite frankly, | wish 
didn’t have to be written. 

The announcement came 
at the beginning of the broad- 
cast. Shawn Michaels was 
relinquishing the WWF title. 
The cynical journalist in me 
thought the worst. Geez, what 
now? Is it over a contract dis- 
pute? Was there some legal 
trouble? Would Shawn Mi- 
chaels be bolting for greener 
pastures in Atlanta? 

But when the truth came 
out, | felt ashamed for think- 
ing those things. Michaels 
was giving back the leather 
and gold strap due to what 
might be a career-ending knee 
injury. | had a sick feeling in my 
stomach, a feeling that only grew 
when Michaels gave that now- 
famous speech in the ring. With 
tears welling up in his eyes, 


k THE PAST, | have al- 
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Five days before relinquishing the WWF World title, 
Shawn wrestled in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He 
appeared to be physically sound, teaming with Steve 
Austin in a loss against Bret Hart and “Psycho” Sid. 


Michaels offered no apologies, just 
gratitude over his opportunity to 
wrestle and be a champion. 
Shawn was never more of a 
champion than he was on the 
night of February 13, 1997. 


With that long introduction 
aside, this column is really 
meant as a tribute to Shawn 
Michaels. And | mean the 
entire column. No “Top 10” 
lists this month: Frankly, I’m 
finding very little funny right 
now. A talented young 
champion may have to hang 
it up. And as badly as | feel 
for his fans, myself included, 
| feel the deepest pain for 
Michaels, a man who truly 
relished his work and who 
derived so much pleasure 
knowing others appreciated 
his talents. 

| was privileged to see 
Shawn Michaels in the infan- 
cy of his career. He came to 
Minnesota a scrubbed-face 
rookie in the American 
Wrestling Association. He 
and Marty Jannetty formed 
The Midnight Rockers. They 
quickly won the hearts of the 
female crowds, and Michaels 
caught the eye of fans who 
were looking for more than, 
well, looks. 

Michaels spent a few 
years in Minnesota. and en- 
joyed two reigns as an AWA World 
tag team champion with Jannetty. 
Soon the WWF came calling ‘and 
the two were gone. But under the 
WWF's bright lights, the rising star 
(Continued on page 80) 
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‘this sport in 1986. That doesn’t sound 

like much, but that fact led to a rook- 
ie-year conversation in a locker room 
somewhere in Puerto Rico, and that led to 
a friendship that lasted more than a 
decade. 

Savio and | have always helped each 
other out. | tell him what's going on in other 
federations, and he helps me brush up on 
my Spanish. (Don’t let the name foo! you; 
you could learn more Spanish from a Goya 
commercial than | learned in four years of it 
in high school.) 

| was thrilled when he came to the WWF 
in 1995. I'd always been convinced that he 
had the right stuff, and it looked as if he 
would prove that to the world. With strong 
efforts against Goldust, 
Steve Austin, and Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, Savio 
was winning converts 
daily. 

Then he joined the 
Nation of Domination. 

Of course, that move 
won him some converts, 
too, but he disappointed 
many more. Naturally, | 
was stunned—and sad- 
dened. | thought | knew 
Savio well. | didn’t imag- 
ine he'd be willing to hook 
up with a cruel gang of 
rulebreakers like the 
Nation. 

Whenever | see Savio, 
we have plenty to talk 
about. When | saw him in Montreal shortly 
after he joined the Nation, we really had 
plenty to talk about. 

“Amigo,” | said, “what's goin’ on?” 

“Just looking out for myself, buddy,” he 
answered. “I’m finally doing something 
that’s gonna make a difference. With the 
Nation of Domination behind me, | can’t 
lose! But | know you don't understand.” 

“You're right. | don’t. You’ve done pretty 
damn well without thugs like that watching 
your back. You know in your heart they're 
bad news.” 

“Listen, you’re not my only friend in this 
sport. I’ve known Faaroog ...” 

“You mean Ron Simmons.” 

“| mean Faaroodq! I’ve known him for a 
long time. We're old buddies. Lately, we’ve 
been talking about a lot of stuff. He says 


S AVIO VEGA AND | both got started in 


10 The Wrestler 


Savio isn’t sorry 


this is the best move he’s ever made. He 
says there’s plenty of room in the Nation for 
someone of my talent. So now I’m in.” 

Before | could respond, Savio tersely 
informed me that he had to get ready for 
hisematch and took off. | still couldn’t 
believe it. Ten years ago, | was thinking, he 
told me he wanted to be the next Pedro 
Morales. So when Savio returned after his 
win over a local wrestler named Judas, | 
asked him about the former WWF World 
champion. 

“Think Pedro Morales is happy?” 

“What?” 

“What does Morales think of all this? 
Have you talked to him? I’m sure he’s 
heard by now that after you joined the 
Nation, you and Faaroog tore up a minia- 
ture Puerto Rican flag in 
Madison Square Garden.” 

“Hey, man, I’m not loyal 
to any flag anymore! I’m 
loyal to Savio Vega! Yeah, 
| used to respect old Pe- 
dro, but then | grew up! His 
day is past; mine is com- 
ing. Like we say, the 
Nation of Domination is the 
future of wrestling!” 

“Sounds like a pretty 
dim future to me. You had 
a great friend in Anmed 
Johnson. He’s a good guy, 
and you beat his brains in 
because Faarooq sold you 
a bill of goods. Now you're 
wrestling a guy named 
Judas. Think that'll get 
you closer to a title shot?” 

“| told you you don’t know what you’re 
talking about! | used to think you were pret- 
ty smart, but you’re just like the rest of 
these reporters! When you see that World 
championship belt around my waist, you'll 
be a believer!” 

Savio looked eager to continue his 
tirade, but just then, Crush walked over and 
informed him that their manager, Clarence 
Mason, wanted to see them immediately. 

“I'm outta here!” Savio said. 

“Take it easy, man!” | answered. He 
didn’t respond. 

Are Savio and | still friends? Honestly, | 
don’t know. But I’m not worried about our 
friendship. I’m just tired of seeing good men 
endanger their careers with dumb moves. 

This time, it really makes me sick. O 
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Are you prepared for EXTREME action? 


The hardcore action of ECW—Extreme 
Championship Wrestling—has been the 
talk of wrestling insiders for nearly two 
years! Now, a full line of ECW videotapes 
brings this incredible action into your own 
home! 


Additional ECW action filled tapes available 
at $24.95 per tape plus shipping and hand- 
ling: Big Apple Blizzard; Cyberslam; Gang- 
sta’s Paradise; Hardcore Heaven 95; Holiday 
Hell 95; House Party 96; November to Re- 
member; Just Another Night; Massacre on 
Queens Boulevard; Extreme Warfare Vol. 1; 
Extreme Warfare Vol. 2; Big Ass Extreme 
Bash 96; Natural Born Killers; Hardcore 
Heaven 96; Heatwave 96; Hostile City 96; 
The Dr. Is In 


SUPER SUMMER SIZZLER SPECTACULAR! 

Eddie Gilbert vs. Terry Funk in a Texas chain 
match! Peaches vs. Tigra catfight—uncut! 
Tommy Cairo, Jimmy Snuka, The Sandman, 
The Suicide Blondes, and much more! Excep- 
tional chaos! $24.95 


ULTRA CLASH '931 

Terry Funk vs. Stan Hansen vs. Abdullah the 
Butcher & Kevin Sullivan! Dark Patriot vs. J.T. 
Smith scaffold match! Shane Douglas, Public 
Enemy, Sherri Martel, a wild baseball bat 
match, and more! Ultra-sensational! $24.95 


ECW'S BLOODIEST MATCHES! 

Eddie Gilbert & The Dark Patriot vs. Miguel 
Perez Jr. & Mr. Danger! Kevin Sullivan vs. 
Abdullah the Butcher—in a cage! Stan 
Hansen & Terry Funk take on Abdullah and 
Sullivan! The Headhunters, and much more! 
Pure wildness! $19.95 


YES! |'m ready for the wildness, recklessness, 


THE NIGHT THE LINE WAS CROSSED! 

Triangle match of the year; Sabu vs. Jerry 
Funk vs. Shane Douglas! Also; Public Enemy 
vs. Bruise Brothers! Original Sheik, Mr. 
Hughes, Tasmaniac, Kevin Sullivan; Jimmy 
Snuka, and many others! Amazing intensity! 
$24.95 


WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE! 

Bobby Eaton & Sabu vs. Terry Funk & Am 
Anderson! Tommy Cairo vs. Sandman—in a 
brutal Singapore caning match! Kevin Sulli- 
van vs. Jimmy Snuka! Plus: Mr. Hughes, 911, 
Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers, more! Incred- 
ible bedlam! $24.95 


HOSTILE CITY SHOWDOWN! 

Cactus Jack vs. Sabu (with Paul E. Danger- 
ously)! Shane Douglas & Mr. Hughes vs. 
Bruise Brothers! Tasmaniac vs. Pitbull—dog 
collar bout! Singapore caning rematch! Public 
Enemy vs. The Funks! It’s dueling canes 
between Tommy Cairo and Sandman! Tasman- 
iac, Mikey Whipwreck, Woman, and more! 
Blazing brawliny: 024.95 


HARDCORE HEAVEN! 

Terry Funk vs, Cactus Jack! Public Enemy vs, 
Bad Breed—in baseball bat match! Sabu vs. 
2 Cold Scorpio! Jason vs. Mikey Whipwreck! 
Jimmy Snuka & Tasmaniac vs. The Pitbulls! 
Much more! As wild as it gets! $24.95 


TAG WARS 94 

The most brutal tag team bouts of 1994 are 
here with the Public Enemy, Sabu & Taz, 
Malenko Bros., The Bad Breed, The Pit Bulls 
and The Bruise Brothers. Just $24.95 


NAME: 


DOUBLE TABLES! 

You'll witness one of the most unique matches 
ever as Sabu and Taz with Paul E. Danger- 
ously battle the Public Enemy. There are no 
rules and the only way to win the match is to 
send each member of the opposite team 
sprawling through a table! Plus: “The Fran- 
chise” Shane Douglas defends the ECW title 
against Tully Blanchard, an old style Texas 
death match as Cactus Jack battles the Sand- 
man and blood spills as brothers Axl and lan 
Rotten go at it one on one and several more 
big matches with Chris Benoit, Al Snow, 
more,..Just $24.95 


THE RETURN OF THE FUNKER! 

See Terry Funk make his shocking return to 
the ECW. Plus: Douglas defends the title 
against Marty Jannetty, Chris Benoit and 
Dean Malenko do battle with Sabu and Taz, a 
barbed wire baseball bat pitting Ax! against 
lan Rotten and much, much more...All the 
action can be yours for $24.95 


THE THREE WAY DANCE! 

The three way dance, perhaps the most antic- 
ipated match in ECW history can now be 
brought into your home. You'll see the teams 
of the Public Enemy, Chris Benoit, & Dean 
Malenko and Taz and Rick Steiner all fight in 
out at once for the Tag Team Titles! Plus: 
Woman weaves another scheme as Shane 
Douglas defends the World Title vs. The Sand- 
man, high flying action as Eddie Guerrero 
debuts against Too Cold Scorpio, blood flows 
between brothers lan and Ax! Rotten in a hair 
match, Raven vs. Tommy Dreamer brawl and 
more. Only $24.95 


and sheer intensity that only you can offer! Send me 
the video(s) | have indicated below. | have enclosed 

a check or money order made payable to Global 
Distributors. For credit card orders call 800-539-8026. 


SEND TO: 

Global Distributors, Inc. 
3120 A Ridge Pike 
Eagleville, PA 19403 
800-539-8026 


ADDRESS: 
CITY: 


$3 PER TAPE SHIPPING & HANDLING: 


PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX: 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery, international monay orders in U.S. funds only. All videos are VHS and NTSC 
system compatible only. PAL systems are not compatible. All tapes carry a 100% money back guarantee 
against defects only. l{ tape is defective, please return it with a note specifying the defect. 


OUTSIDE THE U.S. ADD: 


TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


SUBTOTAL: 


Thumbs Up to Ahmed Johnson. We’ve really been impressed by the way Ahmed 
has wrestled since coming back from that serious kidney injury, but we’re even 
more impressed by how he refuses to back'down from the Nation of Domination. 
Have you noticed that-he’s really the only man in the WWF consistently fighting 
against this group, which includes Faaroog, Crush, Savio Vega, and PG-13? 
During the February 17 Raw, he saved Marc Mero from an NOD attack, even 


though he was still recovering from a staph 
infection. It would be very easy for him to 
give up. or even join the Nation, but Ahmed 
has too much integrity. 


Thumbs Up to “Dirty White Girl” Kimberly. Can-you believe it? We can’t. 
Kimberly, for years considered just another pretty face—and avery bad girl— 
proved her mettle as a wrestler when she teamed with “Dirty, White Boy” Tony 
Anthony against Terry and Buddy Landell. Amazingly, it was Kimberly who 
pinned Terry—forever more the black sheep of the Landell family—in sensational 
fashion, pulling off what must be considered one of the upsets of the year. We’re 
not so sure Kimberly has any kind of future 
in the squared circle, but it’s hard not to 
agree: The Dirty Whites make a darn good 
mixed tag team. 


Thumbs Up to Rocky Maivia. After making an impressive WWF debut at the 
Survivor Series back in November, Maivia had been anything but impressive in 
subsequent matches. He was a WWE also-ran and hardly a serious contender to a 
major singles title. But Maivia took advantage of his opportunity against 
Intercontinental champion Hunter Hearst Helmsley on February 13, stunning 
Helmsley for the belt. Then he proved it was no fluke by beating Helmsley again 


three nights later. Last year, we had The 
Giant. This year, we have Maivia. The 
youngsters are rising in wrestling! 


Thumbs Up to The Great Muta. Will he, or won’t he? How long can a man resist 
the monetary temptation of joining the New World Order? Who knows, but for 
now, The Great Muta deserves credit for shunning the advances of Marcus 
Bagwell, Scott Norton, and Masa Chono, who, on behalf of the NWO, tried to pre- 
sent Muta with an NWO T-shirt during a New Japan card. Hulk Hogan and Eric 
Bischoff like to say they can get whomever they want, but so far, Muta, Dallas 
Page, and Roddy Piper have shown otherwise. As long as this resistance remains 
steadfast, the NWO can’t take over WCW. That’s good news for all fans. 
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Thumbs Down to Owen Hart. Sometimes we wonder if Stu and Helen really 
brought up this bitter person. Now Owen, who messed up his own perfectly good 
singles career when he became obsessed with beating his brother, seems intent on 
messing up 4 good tag team,-pairing with Davey Boy Smith. First, he got mad at 
the “British Bulldog” when he saved Bret fromean attack by Steve Austin. At 
February’s In Your House,.fie struck-Phil,Lafon with. his Slammy Award just 


when it looked like Davey Boy had Lafon 
pinned. Not surprisingly, Smith was furi- 
ous, while Owen piled on the*excuses. Is 
this man sane? 


Thumbs Down to Miss Jacqueline. The former Miss Texas was the first’~woman ever 
ranked in the “PWI 500,” but by no means is she the first to be used by ‘Kevin Sullivan. 
It wasn’t exactly a show of bravery when Jacqueline beat up several of Sullivan’s 
already beaten preliminary wrestler opponents, or when she challenged Woman, Chris 
Benoit’s manager, to a match. Woman isn’t a wrestler, and she turned down the chal- 
lenge. As for Jacqueline, if she’s really a manager, maybe she’d like to match wits 
with Woman. Isn’t that what seconds are sup- 
posed to do? Or maybe Jacqueline is merely 
Sullivan’s bait in his never-dying attempt to 
lure back Woman. 


Thumbs Down to Ric Flair. What’s the story, “Nature Boy”? Does somebody have 
to drag you, kicking and biting, from the ring before you'll retire? Are you intent 
on not putting away your wrestling tights until you’ve tarnished the legacy your 
outstanding career? Take our advice, Ric: Retire while people still have fond mem- 
ories of your great career. Don’t go out like Willie Mays or Muhammad Ali. Retire 
with dignity. Your desire to return from the torn left rotator cuff injury, while 


understandable, could be a major mistake, 
especially with the NWO around. Get out 
while the getting’s good. 


Thumbs Down to Lori Fullington. For much of 1996, she played some mean mind 
games with her ex-husband, The Sandman, by supporting his arch-rival, Raven, in 
the feud between the two men. She even turned their son, Tyler, against The 
Sandman and convinced the youngster that Raven was a better role model than his 
father. That was bad enough. Now she and Tyler have been seen wearing BWO T- 
shirts in ECW. Raven is anti-BWO. Who is she with? Can anyone trust her? We’d 
love to see The Sandman reconcile with his family, but since that isn’t likely to 
happen, we think it’d at least be nice if Lori were loyal to someone. 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


iCports 


New York, NY, (Corres- 
pondent—Kathi Potter): 
Ahmed Johnson thought 
Savio Vega would be the 
perfect partner for him as he 
battled Faaroogq and Crush 
at Madison Square Garden, 
but Savio ended up helping 
the Nation of Domination 
post a win. 

All four men started brawl- 
ing as soon as the bell rang, 
with Faarooq battling with 
Ahmed, and Savio beating 
on Crush. When the referee 
gained control of the match, 
Savio squared off with 
Faaroog. He nailed Faarooq 
with a nice wheelkick before 
getting tied up in the Nation 
of Domination’s corner. 
Savio was choked with a belt 
by Crush before getting 
thrown out of the ring. As 
Faarooq gloated, Savio 
climbed back into the ring 
only to get beaten on by 
Faaroogq for several minutes. 

Savio finally tagged Ah- 
med, who immediately 
knocked down both Faarooq 
and Crush. He hit both with 
spinebusters before execut- 
ing a “Pearl River Plunge” on 
Crush. As Ahmed turned his 
attention to Faarooqg, Savio 
signalled that he wanted to 


Ahmed Johnson dives over the top rope to 
get at Faaroog during a tag team match at 
Madison Square Garden. Though Ahmed got 
the better of Faarooq, he got pinned after his 
partner, Savio Vega, turned against him. 


punish Faaroog. As Ahmed went 
to make the tag, Savio grabbed 
him by the head and dropped to 
the floor, clotheslining Ahmed with 
the top rope. 

Ahmed became easy prey for 
Faarooq’s Dominator and the pin- 
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fall victory for the Nation of 
Domination. 

In other bouts: Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn defeated Owen Hart & 
Bob Holly ... Rocky Maivia pinned 
Salvatore Sincere ... Steve Austin 
beat Goldust ... Hunter Hearst 


Helmsley pinned Jake Roberts ... 
Shawn Michaels pinned Mankind 
. Bret Hart defeated Big Van 
Vader by disqualification 
“Psycho” Sid Vicious defeated The 
Undertaker by countout. 
(Continued on page 82) 


YOU'RE NOT GETTING ALL 
THE NEWS IF YOU'RE NOT GETTING... 


(Sstlin¢ 
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GIWEEKLYRD EEK GIWEEKLYRD 


PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 
week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


FIRST WITH THE NEWS! 

Because PW/ Weekly comes out every week, all the news 
is as fresh as can be! You'll be the first to know about the 
title changes, the big match signings, the major :controver- 
sies, and the triumphs and tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! 
Just send us $1.95 and we'll send you a sample copy 
hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single- 
issue orders.) 
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: “This is a question for Owen 
Hart: I once saw you before a 


WWE card and noticed you were ~ 


wearing a Collin Raye cap. Are 
you a big fan of country music?” 
—Grace Pierson, Nashville, TN 


: “I’m proud to say ’m a coun- 


try music fan,” Owen replied. 
“It’s a lot better than that 
heavy metal crap that so many 
of these stupid kids are into 
nowadays. I listen to country 
music all the time, especially 
when I’m driving, because it 
really gets me going and puts 
me in a good mood. Leeann 
Rimes and Shania Twain are 


WWF World tag team champion Owen 
Hart wears his Collin Raye cap with 
pride. He’s a big country music fan, and 
Raye is his favorite singer. 
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really great, but Collin Raye is 
definitely my favorite. He’s a 
good man and a terrific musi- 
cian. I’ve had the chance to 
meet and talk with Collin and 
his son Jake a few times. 


_ They’re both big wrestling 
fans, and I’m sure they both 


appreciate my incredible wres- 

tling skills more than my stupid 

brother Bret’s. If you don’t like 

country music, you just don’t 

know what you’re missing.” 
eee 


: “My question is for Rey Misterio 


Jr.: First, let me tell you that 
you're my favorite wrestler. You 
have some of the coolest moves 
I’ve ever seen. What’s the high- 
est you’ve gotten in the air when 
executing a move?” —Scott 
Green, Fort Wayne, IN 

“That’s a real hard question 
for me to answer, Scott,” said 
Misterio. “Everything happens 
so fast when you’re wrestling 
that I never really thought 
about it. Maybe 12 or 13 feet 
off the floor. I would guess it’s 
about that high sometimes 
when I dive off the ropes on my 
opponent when he is on the 
floor. How high you go is not 
always the most important 
thing, though. I think it matters 
most how quick you do the 
move. If you do it real fast, you 
can catch your opponent by 
surprise, even if you don’t go 
real, real high. If you try to go 
too high, you’re probably going 


Rey Misterio Jr. got plenty of height on 
this move he used on Psicosis. He says 
he doesn’t know for sure just how far he 
has gotten off the ground. He doesn’t 
think about it. 


to have to stand on the top rope 
for a few extra seconds and get 
some extra spring in your legs. 
That usually leads to big prob- 
lems. You might lose your bal- 
ance, or your timing could be 
off. Even worse, you could start 
thinking about the move too 
much. When you think too 
much, you doubt yourself and 
make big mistakes. At my size, 
I can’t afford to make too 
many mistakes.” 
eee 
Q: “I would like to ask Jim Cornette 
a question: Are you considering 
trying to get revenge on Clarence 
(Continued on page 83) 


AVAILABLE 


A VERY SPECIAL SELECTION OF 
PREMIUM BAGK ISSUES! 


Over the past few years, these special issues of The Wrestler and 
Inside Wrestling have become coveted by collectors the world over. 
Now, in limited quantities, they are available to you for the low price 
of just $5 each! Be sure to complete your collection today! 


MARCH 1993 WRESTLER features a full-color 12-page 
section, “1992: The Year In Pictures,” that details al the 
most important events, both in and out of the ring, of that 
remarkable year in the mat sport. 


MARCH 1994 WRESTLER features the full-color 12- 
page section, “1993: The Year In Pictures,” detailing all the 
most important happenings, both in and out of the ring, of 
those notable 12 months in the mat sport. 


JUNE 1994 WRESTLER is an 88-page spectacular 
featuring 20 pages of “The stuff all fans soul know"— 
the best wrestling quiz ever! What's your wrestling 1Q? Find 
out with this issue! Features four full-color pinups! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER packs 88 pages of 
excitement into one big package—including the ively and 
candid “WWF Midyear Report,” a comprehensive review of 
the WWF through the first half of the year! Includes four 
color pinups! 


WINTER 1994 WRESTLER includes the must-read bonus 
section, “Wrestling From A To Z’—an alphabetical array of 
wrestling trends and turmoil! Four full-color pinups 
complete this sensational 88-page package! 


MARCH 1995 WRESTLER looks back at 1994 with a 
aera 23-page section, “1994: The Year In Pictures,” 
that includes four color pages highlighting the most 
important events of the year. 


JUNE 1995 WRESTLER is 88-pages full of information, 
including an 18-page “Book OF Lists” section featuring the 
hottest lists in wrestling and full-color pages of Jeff Jarrett, 
Hulk Hogan, Sid Vicious, and Sabu. 


is 
! i 
' ONLY $5 EACH! MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND MAIL TO: 
| (COMARCH 1993 WRESTLER seus ont co. 
| COMARGH 1994 WRESTLER FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
| (7 JUNE 1994 WRESTLER ‘ be 
| CU SEPTEMBER 1994 WRESTLER Please send me the special editions of WRESTLER and INSIDE WRESTLING I’ve checked. | 
| COWINTER 1994 WRESTLER lam enclosing $. as payment in full, 
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DECEMBER 1995 WRESTLER lays down the law in a 
special 20-page rulebook developed by the editors. This 
th includes four color pinups depicting flagrant rules 
violations. 


MARCH 1996 WRESTLER is an 88-page edition induding 
the most memorable, the violent, and bizarre moments from 
1995 in a spacial “Year In Pictures” section, with four full- 
color pages featuring major issue from the year, 


JANUARY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING offers the. most 
extensive coverage of SummerSlam ’93 and Fall Brawl 
anywhere: seven pages of analysis plus two pages of full- 
color highlights from each card! 


APRIL 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes the first-ever 
Inside sige: biel tournament! You won't believe 
who wins—or how! This 88-page issue's four-page color 
section includes an action centerfold—from the 
tournament?! 


JULY 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING includes 21 pages of 
one-of-a-kind prognostications as Inside Wrestling looks into 
the sport’s future and reports back to you! Coverage in this 
88-page issue includes a four-page pinup section! 


OCTOBER 1994 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the bold 


and brassy “WCW Midyear Report,” a 15-page overview of 
the first half of 1994. Four flor pinups Hl out this 88- 


page special edition. 


APRIL 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING features the second- 
annual Inside Wrestling Computer Tournament, including an 
action centerfold from the final match—s this for real?! Our 
computer seems to think so! You won't believe who wins! 


JULY 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING is a esp si 88- 
a 


pager (including four color pinups) that included our 
eee “Wrestling Cool” section. Who's the coolest dude, 

abe, crippler, and daredevil? One thing all our readers 
agreed on: This issue was cool! 


OCTOBER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING reports on the 
state of affairs of World Championship Wresting for the first 
half of 1995 in “WCW Midyear Report.” We tell you how 
the stars fared among the turmoil in this special 88-page 
edition that includes four full-color pinups, 


WINTER 1995 INSIDE WRESTLING gives you the 
birthdays of more than 180 of the hottest wrestlers in the 
sport today in a special pullout calendar and datebook. This 
ee features great historical information for each 
mont 


APRIL 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING presents the third 
edition of the Inside tee: Computer Tournament, and 
the results just get more startling each year! The highlight 
of this annual 88-page special, as our readers have told us, 
is the computer-generated centerfold action shot from the 
fournament final. 


JULY 1996 INSIDE WRESTLING takes you away from the 
wrestling ring and into the personal lives ok wrstng’s hottest 
stars, What makes Sunny cry? What's Sabu's favorite TV show? 
What's the dumbest thing Shawn Michaels has ever done? 
What scares Jim Cornette? What brings Sting down? This 88- 
pager includes color shots of Sting, Sunny, Sabu, and Michuels. 


No question! Now just shut the 
hell up and eat!” 

Bits of cheeseburger fell out of 
the mouth of Twiggy Ramirez as he 
yelled at his tag team partner, 
Adrian Hall. The veins in the side of 
Twiggy’s head were popping, but 
Adrian remained calm, sipping his 
milkshake in the corner booth of the 
grungy New Jersey diner and mut- 
tering, “Shirley. Shirley Hemphill all 
the way.” 

Adrian’s head was down, but he 
rolled his eyes up in time to see 
Twiggy almost choke on a french 
fry, he was so agitated. 

Amidst the scene, Madonna 
Wayne Gacy simply grinned. 

“They get along great, these 
two,” Gacy said, “except for the 
What's Happening thing. Do you 
know who the real star of that show 
was?” 

“Can you remember anything 
Roger or Shirley ever said? No way! 
‘Hey, hey, hey!’ That’s Rerun! The 
whole. country was saying it!” 

“Twig, can we shelve it for now?” 
Adrian said. “We got an interview 
going on here! We got THE WrEs- 
TLER here, not TV Guide!” 

“Okay, fair enough!” Ramirez 
muttered. “I’m still right, though!” 

Adrian smiled. 

“That’s my boys!” Gacy said 
proudly. 

Gacy’s boys, in fact, are known 
as Downward Spiral, a tag team 
whose fortunes, in contrast to their 
name, have been taking a sharp 
upward turn. Hall and Ramirez were 
riding high after defeating Bad 
Attitude for the NWA U.S. tag team 
title in October 1996 in Paramus, 


6¢ ni telling you, it was Rerun! 
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Why would a team with expectations of greatness 
call themselves Downward Spiral? Well, looking at 
Twiggy Ramirez, (left), Adrian Hall and manager 

“ Madonna Wayne Gacy (standing), is that the only 
question you can come up with? 


\ ( ras 


Adrian Hall and Twiggy Ramirez, managed by Madonna 
Wayne Gacy, aren’t the kind of tag team you'd want as your 
federation’s champions. Too bad. They’re actually pretty 
good wrestlers, if you can get past the eye makeup, leather, 
and flowered tights 


Ramirez has proven to be nee than Debbie Combs— 
‘and quite a few men as well. He and Hall had a tough 
time of it when they first teamed, but, under Gacy’s tute- 
| lage, they seem to improve with every outing. 


New Jersey. Fans all along the East 
Coast were just getting to know— 
and respect—this unorthodox team, 
when they ran into a major obstacle. 
Hall had an undisclosed injury that 
required surgery. The team was 
scheduled to make a defense 
against The Lost Boys on Decem- 
ber 7 and were not permitted to 
reschedule. Gacy substituted for 
Hall and wound up being pinned, 

Okay, then. Surely, they must 
have a game plan to regain the 
titles. 

“Game plan? Game plan? Hal!” 
Gacy laughed. “We don’t have any 
game plans! You ever see Jurassic 
Park? It's like chaos theory! We take 
it as it comes. It comes hard? We 
give it back harder! Chairs, chains, 
whatever it takes.” 

Even a spew of green mist once 
in a while? 

“Well,” Gacy says, feigning 


extreme pride. “Yeah, 
l’ve been know to 
make an impression 
now and then!” 

Gacy’s charges 
make an impression, 
too. 

At 61” and 220 
pounds, Hall (from 
the Greenwich Vil- 
lage area of New 
York City) brings 
about eight years of 
experience into the 
ring with him. He’s 
held several light 
heavyweight titles 
and a few tag team 
championships, in- 
cluding the MEWF 
belts with Morgus the 
Maniac. He broke his 
back about two years 
ago, but says it’s only 
made him stronger. 

“Ever hear of a 
guy named Ric 
Flair?” Hall asks. “He 
broke his back, too. 
They said he’d never 
wrestle again, he’d 
never amount to any- 
thing. Ha! Sure! 
Some experts! | know what pain is, 
I've been there, so I’m not afraid of 
it. Go ahead, hit me! Hit me harder! 
You think it's gonna stop me? No 
way in hell, pal!” 

Ramirez, meanwhile, has been 
around the pro rings for about 18 
months. The 5'10” 216-pounder 
(who bills himself from “Kiddie Pop 
Heaven”) favors aerial maneuvers 
(his Northern lights suplex is particu- 
larly impressive) and a high-risk 
repertoire—and often pays the price 
for it. 

“Sure, | take a lot of punishment,” 
Ramirez admits, “but hey, it builds 
character and it’s a learning 
process. It's making me tougher 
every time out!” 

If that’s the case, Ramirez ought 
to make a concrete block look like 
butter by comparison! Yes, he’s 
learning ... but ... well, let’s let Gacy 
tell it. 


“I've known Twiggy forever. We 
both grew up on Saturday morning 
wrestling and cartoons. He used to 
get the crap beaten out of him all 
the time. After he came out of the 


institution ...” 
Excuse me? 
“Well, | can talk about that 


another time,” Gacy said, skirting 
the issue. “But after he came out, | 
got him into wrestling. He was still 
getting the crap beaten out of him, 
but at least was getting paid a few 
bucks. 

“| met Adrian at a party in the 
Los Angeles area. He was sitting 
on the floor in the bathroom of a 
club, watching TV on a portable, 
flipping between Andy Griffith and 
What’s Happening. We hit it off, 
and when | heard about his 
wrestling experience, | knew he 
was the man to team with Twiggy.” 

Did he? Their first match to- 
gether during the summer of 1996 
was a disaster, and was more of a 
handicap match: “Dynamite” Don 
Fortune and Captain Cams obliter- 
ated Twiggy, while Adrian was 
preoccupied with a teenage fan at 
ringside in a paisley skirt, and 
never tagged in once. (“Adrian has 
a real attention problem,” confess- 
es Gacy, “especially with bright 
colors.”) 

But they’ve come a long way 
since then. Feuds against such 
teams as Rik Ratchett and Donnie 
B. Deviously and The Lost Boys 
have improved their teamwork. 
Now that Hall is fully recovered, 
they are looking for revenge from 
The Lost Boys. 

“We're going to get those U.S. 
tag team belts back soon,” Ra- 
mirez boasted, stuffing another 
cheeseburger in his mouth. “Just 
let The Lost Boys try to hurt us. 
We thrive on pain! No chance of 
beating a team that thrives on 
pain! Hahahaha!” 

For Downward Spiral, the im- 
mediate future looks to be nothing 
but a steady rise to the top. 

“Yes,” Gacy said with satisfac- 
tion. “Right now life is good. Very 
good. Oo 
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HEN RAVEN CAPTURED the 
ecw title for the first time, he 
crossed a threshold. In that 
instant of victory, he went from being just 
a very good wrestler, to a great one. ECW 
has proved itself a top-flight organization, 
and by winning its premier championship, 
Raven joined the elite. 

Being one of the elite, of course, entails 
as much danger as it does glory. Raven 
has faced many challenges, among them 
being the incredible rivalry he has contest- 
ed with The Sandman. In the course of 
this fight, Raven took an extraordinary 
step. He “stole away” Sandman’s ex-wife, 
Lori Fullington, and her and Sandman’s 
seven-year-old son, Tyler. In attempting to 
alleviate the danger, Raven courted even 
more danger. But for a while, it looked as 
though it was worth it. 

Then things turned bad for Raven. He 
started taking a lot of heat from an old 
friend, Stevie Richards, who, with The 
Blue Meanie, had formed the Blue World 
Order. What really enraged Raven, 
though, was his discovery one night that 
underneath her dress, Lori was wearing a 
BWO T-shirt. Suddenly, the challenges 
looked a little too challenging. 

Clearly, Raven has a lot on his mind. In 
an attempt to gain some insight on this 
highly unusual athlete, Senior Writer Andy 
Rodriguez spoke with Raven recently 
before yet another encounter with The 
Sandman. 


Raven lets Sandman’s son, Tyler, tell the world what he thinks of his father, as Lori 


Fullington looks on. Lately, Lori’s loyalty to Raven has come into question. She 


seems to be shifting her allegiance to the BWO. 
Q: 
A: 
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The first thing I’d like to ask you, 
Raven, is ... 

Hold it! Before you start, I just 
want to say one thing. I’m not 
going to say anything about 
Lori Fullington! Do you under- 
stand? Nothing! 


: There go half my questions. 
: Tough, man! This is my inter- 


view, and I lay down the ground 
rules! 


: Look, Raven, I can’t force you to 


talk about anything you don’t 
want to, but Lori is a big part of 
your career right now. You can’t 
talk about Raven without talking 
about Lori Fullington. 


A: Well, you’ll just have to try. Let 


me give you some help. I’m the 
ECW World heavyweight cham- 
pion, a milestone I achieved 
without the help of a certain 
woman. I’m the top man in the 
top federation in wrestling, and 
I did it on my own terms. 


: Didn’t Lori help you out just a lit- 


tle bit? 


: She helped me out? I helped her 


out! I did her quite a favor by 
giving her an alternative to The 
Sandman. What kind of a mar- 
riage was that? The woman 
practically jumped into my 
arms after that sordid episode. 


FOr 


That drunken degenerate 
should be ashamed of himself 
for the way he treated her and 
Tyler. But I don’t want to talk 
about her. 


: Okay, how about The Sandman? 


Would you say he’s been your 
toughest opponent? 


: I called him a degenerate. I 


didn’t call him a wimp. He’s cut 
me, bruised me, and bloodied 
me up pretty good over the past 
year. Those barbed-wire match- 
es we’ve had have taught me a 
lot about myself. I found I was a 
lot tougher than I thought I 
was. He’s tested me, that’s for 
sure. So I don’t have anything 
against him as a wrestler. I have 
a problem with him as a human 
being. 


: Didn’t your problem with Lori 


start when you regained the ECW 
belt from Sandman in that barbed- 
wire match? She and Tyler 
weren’t at ringside for you. 


: It didn’t matter. I don’t need 


her to help me. Sometimes I tell 
her to stay away. People have 
tried to read a lot into her 
absence, but what they get out 
of it is what I tell them they 
should get out of it. Don’t give 
Lori so much credit. 


: I know you’re angry with her, but 


is she still on your side? 


: You’ll have to ask her that. 
: Or is she a member of the BWO? 
: The BWO. Please, don’t make 


me laugh. Is there a sorrier 
bunch in ECW, or in the whole 
sport, for that matter? By the 
way, that’s another subject I 
should make off-limits. I 
shouldn’t even be talking about 
the BWO. You might think it’s 
worth something. 


: Why are you feuding with Stevie 


Richards? 


A: Stevie Richards is an ingrate. I 


always thought he was a cool 
guy. We had a pretty good rela- 
tionship. I taught him a lot and 
I even learned a little from him. 
But then he went and messed 
things up, getting himself 
involved in all this Blue World 
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h s all I 
Once Raven’s trusted disciple, Stevie that was all she could have 


Richards is now the ECW champion’s ” asked. Who knows what her 
| enemy. Richards and the BWO have + game is now. 


. tenner Sandman:on ia Peel, Q: Is there any chance she’ll stay 


with you? 

A: A chance? There’s always a 
chance. I can’t predict the 
future. But now it may be a 
good time for me to look within 
myself and conduct my business 
without any outside distrac- 
tions. As I look back, I realize I 
could have been much more 
successful without her. I’ll con- 
cede that she did provide some 
assistance, but did that help me 
become a better wrestler? No, it 
did not. If Lori was smart, she 
would start accompanying me 
to ringside. But I don’t need her 
anymore. 

Q: What if she were to go back with 
Sandman? 

A: That, my friend, will never hap- 
pen. The woman isn’t that 
dumb. And if it did happen, it 
still wouldn’t improve how 
Sandman deals with me. After 
all our battles, I’ve figured 
Sandman out. Like I said 
before, he’s good, damn good, 


Order garbage. Now, what am I 
supposed to think of a man who 
considers The Blue Meanie an 
ally? I'll tell you what I have to 
do; I have to question his sani- 
ty! Richards might think he’s 
being cute with all this, but it’s 
going to backfire soon and ruin 
his career. And I might do the 
ruining. 

Q: [ll ask you again: Is Lori Ful- 
lington a member of the BWO? 

A: Look, she had on a BWO T- 
shirt. Yeah, that was serious 
stuff. It really ticked me off. But 
maybe she’s just doing it to get 
my attention. At this point, ’m 
not sure. I do know that if she 
joins the BWO, she’ll be mak- 
ing the same mistake that { 
Richards is. She had everything Blinded by their own blood, | 
she could have wanted out of Sandman and Raven take their _ 
this sport when she was stand- eee epee pice oe 
ing with me. She was getting 
revenge on The Sandman, and 
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A: 


but I’ve decided he’s no longer 
a threat. The BWO is more of a 
threat. Richards is going to 
start paying. 


: Paying for crossing you? 
: That, and much, much more. 


The process has already begun. 


: You have to be excited about 


ECW doing pay-per-views. 


: Yeah, we’re finally going to 


show those two dinosaurs what 
a real pay-per-view card is. Our 
difference is that we give the 
people want they want. Forget 
we; I give the people what they 
want! Maybe you magazine 
guys don’t consider my belt a 
World title, but I know what the 


story is, and so do these fans. 


Now people all over the country 
will get the opportunity to see 
ECW in action, which is great. 
Believe me, Rodriguez—and 
you can tell this to your publish- 
er—the people are going to tell 
you who the real world champi- 
on is. 


Q: Of course, you could lose the belt, 


and somebody else will be calling 
himself the ECW World champ. 

Yeah, right. Who is going to beat 
me? Sandman? We dealt with 


When Raven discovers that Lori is 
wearing a BWO T-shirt beneath her 
dress, he rips it off and then grabs the 
defenseless woman by the throat 
(above). Her estranged husband, 
Sandman, rushes to her aid, smashing 
Raven with a rattan cane (below). 


him. And forget about Terry 
Funk. I mentioned dinosaurs 
before; now there’s a dinosaur. 
Look, Funk is one tough dude, 
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but his day has definitely passed. 
He built the foundation we’re all 
standing on, but now it’s time for 
him to step aside. 


: Would you step aside if you were 


still winning? 


A: But look at the guy. He’s like 52 


years old. He had a great ca- 
reer, and he deserves a peaceful 
retirement. He has nothing else 
to prove. He sticks it out too 
long and he’ll really get hurt. I 
don’t particularly want to be 
the one to deal that final blow, 
but if the distinction falls to me, 
that’s a burden I’ll just have to 
shoulder. 


: You’re a lot more anxious to get 


Sandman and Richards, right? 


A: Hey, they’ve gotten themselves. 


They got themselves the day 
they decided to go after me. 
Who’s winning? Look who has 
the belt! I rule ECW. They offer 
me distractions, but they don’t 
separate me from my goals. 
They can’t, not even if they got 
together themselves. Hey, 
there’s a good idea. Sandman 
should join the BWO. Then at 
least he’ll have somebody to 
hang out with. 


; Ever think about leaving ECW? 
: I’m enjoying myself too much 


to leave. I’m the World champi- 
on here. I know you asked me 
that because you think there are 
two other leagues more presti- 
gious than ECW. Of course 
you’re wrong. Right now ECW 
is the place to be. Look, I don’t 
think too highly of Sandman or 
Richards, but if they’re making 
it here, then that means they’re 
the best. And I’m the best of the 
best. 


: Thanks for giving me some of 


your time, Raven. I’m not sure 
whether I should wish you good 
luck or not. 


: My success doesn’t depend on 


your wishes. You should be 
wishing Sandman and Richards 
good luck. Throw in old man 
Funk, too. Throw in everybody 
in ECW, everybody in this 
whole business. oO 
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PANEL EXHAMINES 


MANKIND 


Mankind grabs The Undertaker 
by the hair as the two do battle 
outside the ring. Though 
somewhat lacking in scientific 
skills, Mankind has had a fine 
career and is respected by the 
members of our panel, = 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“| never was able to figure this guy out, man. | 
think he’s kinda screwed up in the head, you 
know. A little loony. | don’t think he ever recov- 
ered from what Vader did to him a few years ago. 
That was ugly. | don’t like what’s goin’ on with 
him and that Poul Bearer. Don’t like it at all. 
Mankind doesn’t need a manager that’s spookier 
than he is. He needs someone who can mold his 
career, really get him focused on wrestling. | 
think Mankind’s real, real confused.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Guiding Light,” has led 13 
ng teams to a record 17 WWF World tag team 
fitles. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 
“He's not exactly my idea of a dream date, dar- 
lin’. | think Mankind tries fo fool us all into think- 
ing he’s not real smart. All those creepy inter- 
views he gives, they're just his way of playin’ 
mind games. I’m just waiting for his old feud with 
Vader to start up again. What | can’t understand, 
hon, is why he doesn’t use that mandible claw as 
much as he did when he first got to the WWF. It 
was so odd that if worked. He ought to go back to 
terrorizing people with that.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She now 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“At his best, Mankind combines the best of your 
great classic rulebreakers of the past and your 
good daredevil rulebreakers of today. He’s like 
some of the old-timers in that he just goes to the 
ring and looks for a fight. No stalling, no frills. 
But he’s also got more athletic talent than people 
give him credit for. He learned a lot in matches 
with Sabu and some of the high-risk guys in 
Japan. When he’s on, he’s one of the toughest 
guys in the world to beat.” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the history of the sport, runs a 
wrestling school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


OLE ANDERSON 

“I'm sorry | never had a good, long feud with 
Mankind, because he am been quite a chal- 
lenge for me. Great brawler, even better in spe- 
cialty matches. But I'm starting to see all the 
years of all this violent stuff take its toll on his 
body. He’s having a hard time winning consistent- 
ly and bouncing back night after night. Maybe he 
oughta tone down his style a little and let his body 
recover. But on guts alone, Mankind is the kind of 
guy you just gotta respect.” 


Ole Anderson, a five-time NWA World tag team 
champion and member of the original Four 
Horsemen, has been retired for several years. 


HARLEY RACE 

“| guess it won't kill me to admit | have some 
respect for Mankind. Me and Vader tried our best 
to run him out of wrestling a few years ago, but 
we never quite did it. | still think Vader's the bet- 
ter man, but Mankind’s damn tough. He's not real 
smart, but that can work to his advantage. Even 
when he gets beat up real bad, he doesn’t think 
about what happened to him; he just instinctively 
comes back. It’s tough to wrestle a guy who never 
seems to feel pain.” 


Harley Race, an eight-time former NWA World 
champion, has also managed top stars like Lex 
Luger and Big Van Vader. 


LANCE RUSSELL 

“Mankind certainly isn’t really your classic athlete 
with your perfect athlete's body, so you wouldn't 
expect him to be able to do much more than 
brawl. That's why I’m pretty amazed by some of 
the stuff he does. He's added some subtle moves 
to his repertoire over the last few years that have 
made him even more dangerous than he once 
was. | look for him to be a mojor player in the 
WWF for years to come, and the sooner he gets 
rid of Paul Bearer the better.” 


Lance Russell, a wrestling broadcaster since 1954, 
is now retired. He makes periodic appearances on 
WMC-TV in Memphis. 
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HUNTER HEARST HEMSLEY 


UNTER HEARST 

Helmsley has blos- 

somed into a 
world-class athlete during 
his relatively short WWF 
tenure. Eyen when things 
aren’t going well for this 
native, of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, he maintains 
the attitude of a world 
champion. 

Helmsley’s opinion of 
himself became even more 
inflated when he defeated 
Intercontinental champion 
Marc Mero for the title on 
October 21, 1996. During 
his title reign, though, 
Helmsley didn’t exactly 
shine. He lost via countout 
and disqualification to 
numerous challengers, but 
he didn’t mind since he got 
to keep the belt. But the 
mere fact that Helmsley 
held such an important title 
had to please his mentor, 
Killer Kowalski. 

When Helmsley first 
came to Kowalski’s wrestling school, 
he already had the natural athletic 
ability, attitude, and arrogance, but 
Kowalski helped him become a more 
complete wrestler. Helmsley made his 
debut in 1991 as Terra Ryzing, and 
within months, he was the heavy- 
weight champion of the Massa- 
chusetts-based IWF. 
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This early success was noticed by 
WCW talent scouts, and he entered 
that federation as Jean-Paul LeVeque 
in 1994. Although he was impressive 
at times, he never rose above mid- 
card level. He was lacking something 
in his repertoire and was in danger of 
being labeled as just a clone of his 
childhood idol, Ric Flair. 


So during the summer of 
1995, he entered the WWF, 
where he often brought a 
beautiful woman or two to 
the ring with him. One of 
these beauties was Sable, 
who left him at Wrestle- 
Mania XII to join Marc 
Mero. 

Helmsley gradually 
emerged as a serious con- 
tender in the WWF, im- 
pressing promoters by 
defeating Scott “Razor 
Ramon” Hall several times 
last spring. But he has 
found Mero to be his great- 
est challenge. Their feud 
started because of Sable, 
but it intensified after Mero 
won the Intercontinental 
belt. Even though Helmsley 
defeated Mero for that belt, 
he could not win back 
Sable. 

With victories over 
many of the WWF’s elite, 
including Goldust and Bret 
Hart, HHH has become 
even more cocky. He was stunned, 
though, when young sensation Rocky 
Maivia surprised him by pinning him 
for the belt on February 13. Now he’s 
focusing on getting that belt back and 
getting the upper hand in his feud 
with Goldust and Marlena. A man of 
Helmsley’s talent definitely deserves 
some time in our “Spotlight.” 


November 
1994: This is 
Helmsley 
before he was 
Helmsley. He 
was known as 
Jean-Paul 
LeVeque 
during his 
brief stay in 
WCW, where 
he was nasty 
to Nasty Boy 
Jerry Sags. 


January 1994: Hunter Hearst Helmsley 
doesn’t show too many people much 
respect, but Killer Kowalski, well, he’s 
different. It was the Killer who trained 
HHH for a career in wrestling. 


December 1994: It 
was a battle of two 
very talented young- 
sters when LeVeque 
met aerial wizard 
Alex Wright at Starr- 
cade '94. “Das Wun- 
derkind” prevailed, 
and soon afterward 
LeVeque was WWF- 
bound. 


October . 1996: Helmsley 
learned a lot about breaking 


rules from Kowalski, and he 
put that knowledge to good use 
when he beat Marc Mero for the 
WWF Intercontinental title. 


December 1995: ThingS.were always 
interesting when the snobbish Helmsley 
wrestled hog farmer Henry Godwinn. 
HHH won a good portion of their bouts, 
but he also got “slopped” a few times. 


December 1996: Helmsley did more than wear 
that I-C belt around his waist when he had it. 
Here he uses it to smash Goldust. He’s attempt- 
ing to steal Marlena away from ‘Dust. 
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I’m damn sick of this NWO stuff 

already. I’m sick of hearing 
Hogan rant and rave about this 
icon junk, I’m sick of Bischoff, and 
I’m even sick of Hall and Nash act- 
ing like a couple of teenagers. 

But the thing that burns me 
most about this NWO is what’s 
happening to Nick Patrick. Most of 
the men in that little group will be 
fine when it falls apart—trust me, it 
will fall apart—but what about 
Patrick? Will he be able to go back 
to being the most respected offi- 
cial in the game, which is what he 
was, in my opinion, before Hogan 
got to him? 

| can’t see how. For Patrick, the 
NWO is like the beautiful woman 
you meet at the bar late one night. 
You know you should just turn 
around, walk out of the bar, and 
forget you ever saw her, but 
something about her is just so 
seductive, and you can’t resist her 
charms. She offers you everything 
you thought you always wanted, 
but it doesn’t last. Then when 
she’s out of your life, you’re never 


‘LL COME RIGHT out and say it: 
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July 1988 
Bret Hart vs. Danny Davis 


ve 


Davis enjoyed pummeling Bret for a few minutes in this match, but even 
before the match, he seemed to know he was going to lose. 


quite the same. 

Patrick’s a decent guy at heart, 
and | hope he saves the money he 
makes from the NWO, because 
when it’s gone, he'll be looking for a 
new job, maybe one outside of 
wrestling. And don’t tell me for a 
second that Nick’s going to make it 
as a full-time wrestler someday. It’s 
too late for him to try that. 

Remember when Danny Davis 
did? The guy who was once one 
of the most respected refs in the 
WWF. Jimmy Hart got to him and 
told he’d mold him into a great 
rulebreaker, a champion. | heard 
that when Hart made Davis an 
offer, he didn’t even bother to read 
the contract before signing. That's 
how much he wanted to be a star. 


Bret Hart had little trouble han- 
dling the overmatched Danny 
Davis when he met him at Ma- 
dison Square Garden shortly 
after turning fan favorite. Here he 
lifts him for a sideslam. 


Hart put him on a conditioning 
program, got him to bulk up, even 
made him a member of his Hart 
Foundation. Got Bret Hart and Jim 
Neidhart to show him a lot of moves. 

Paid off, too. Davis was a 
decent wrestler. | remember him 
pinning Davey Boy Smith in a six- 
man tag at WrestleMania III in 
1987. But there are thousands of 
decent wrestlers out there. Was 
he ever going to be WWF champi- 
on? Intercontinental champion? 
Anyone’s champion? Let’s get 
serious. 

He had big problems when 
Bret decided to go the fan favorite 
route in the WWF. One of the first 
men he wanted to get his hands 
on was Davis. | sometimes got 
the impression Hart 
didn’t like having 
Davis in The Hart 
Foundation, and he 
had a chance to 
pound him one 
night at the Garden 
during the summer 
of ’88. 

Stopped by the 
dressing rooms 
before that card to 
talk to Davis, and 
he didn’t even wait 
for me to ask him a 
question before he 
started screaming 
about what he was 
going to do to Bret. 
Nothing | didn’t 
expect to hear. As 
we parted and | 
was about to seek 
out others, | noticed 
Davis sitting alone 
in a corner stretch- 
ing out his legs. He 
didn’t see me. 

The confident 
look was gone. | 
saw him take a few 
deep breaths. He 
was having a hard 
time loosening up. | 
realized later that 
what | had seen on 
Danny Davis’ face 


Davis didn't have much left affer Bret 
executed this piledriver. In fact, it 
didn’t take long before his wrestling 
career was over and he was back to 
refereeing. 


was fear. Not fear of Bret Hart, but 
rather a fear of the future. It was 
as if right then he was starting to 
realize that his brief time in the 
spotlight was almost over. 

The Hart-Davis match was 
nothing special. Bret got the for- 
mer ref good. Knee off the top 
rope. Flying bulldog. Vertical 
suplex. Flying elbowsmashes. 
Piledrivers. Davis got in a few 
shots here and there and even got 
a two-count, but he couldn’t keep 
up with “The Hitman.” Bret won it 
easily. 

It wasn’t too long after that that 
Danny Davis the wrestler ceased 
to exist. Danny Davis the referee 
came back, and some fans even- 
tually forgot about his days with 
The Hart Foundation. But | know a 
lot of wrestlers who said they 
never trusted Davis completely 
after that. 

I’m not sure what Danny Davis 
is doing today, but | hope he at 
least enjoyed those few years 
when he wasn’t justa referee. [| 
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TOUGHEST OPPONENTS 


or how many victories he has piled up over the years, every 

wrestler has one. Even if he is considered a living legend or 
is a multi-time world champion—he has one. He has an:opponent 
whom he ranks as his toughest of all-time. A wrestler whom he is 
either unable to defeat or has had an unbelievably difficult time 
defeating. 

In most cases, a wrestler’s toughest opponent will be someone 
with whom he has feuded for years, and in some cases, decades! 
And in most cases, both men involved have benefited from 
wrestling each other and become better all-around competitors 
because of the experience. 

For this section, we picked 12 of the top wrestlers competing 
today and debated over who each man’s toughest opponent has 
been. Of the 12, 10 are either current or former world heavyweight 
champions. All their opponents have had pretty good careers, too! 

The choices for toughest opponents were not necessarily 
based on win-loss records, title changes, or even the length of the 
series of matches between the athletes involved. For instance, we 
chose Mankind as The Undertaker’s toughest opponent. Un- 
dertaker won most of the bouts between the two men, they’ve 
never wrestled each other for a title, and they didn’t meet until last 
year, but even The Undertaker would have to admit that the wars 
with Mankind took a lot out of him. 

Our selections not only cover the “whys,” but also focus on the 
lasting effects (both physical and emotional), titles at stake in their 
matches, and the current status of their relationship, if there is 
one. In addition, various members of our editorial staff offer their 
insight and analysis. 

Some choices might surprise you, and you will most likely dis- 
agree with at least a few of our selections. Who knows—if we put 
together a section like this a year from now, we might pick 12 dif- 
ferent toughest opponents for the same 12 superstars! Such is the 
game of professional wrestling. 
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Why: In his fan favorite heyday as WWF champion, Hogan 
had many friends betray him. But nothing could compare to 
the sting of Andre’s turn. They had been rivals in the past, 
but had gotten past that and become strong allies. Bobby 
Heenan, then a manager, somehow got to Andre and con- 
vinced him that Hogan was depriving him of a chance at 
the WWF title. Instead of asking for a shot, Andre at- | 
tacked. Hogan never recovered from that trauma. ! 

Andre was one of the few opponents who had a sig- 
nificant height and weight advantage over the “Hulk- 
ster.” Conversely, Andre was one of the few men | 
against whom Hogan had an advantage in speed. 
Drawing on the energy of more than 93,000 fans at 
WrestleMania Ill, Hogan pinned Andre. The post- 
match celebration, however, was bittersweet. 

Said At The Time: “Andre, we were like brothers, 
man. You not only betrayed me, but you betrayed all 
my ‘Hulkamaniacs.’ I’m gonna chop you down to 
size. Whatcha gonna do?” 

Titles At Stake: WWF World title 

Injuries Suffered: Hogan’s attempted bodyslam 
on Andre left him with a cracked rib and com- 
pressed vertebrae. 

Lasting Effects: Some say that Andre’s betrayal was a 
starting point for Hogan’s current turn toward rule- 
breaking. The shock and suddenness of Andre’s 
change never left the psyche of Hogan. They hada | t 2 
few more matches, and Andre beat Hogan under es 
dubious circumstances for a brief reign as WWF 
World champion. ; 

It took Andre three years to see the error of his | 5. 
ways, and he unceremoniously dumped Heenan at } 
WrestleMania VI. But with Hogan, there would be no | 
reunion or reconciliation. Just hard feelings that still \— 
remain even after Andre’s death. ~- 

Current Status Of Relationship: For Hogan, 
this will always remain an unresolved issue. Andre | 
the Giant died suddenly in January of 1993. oh 

Reporter Analysis: Bill Apter—“While Hogan beat 
Andre at WrestleMania Ill, there are still doubts as to 
whether it was a fluke. Their entire match series is a dead 
heat.” Steve Anderson—“The sight of Andre turning 
against Hogan and their titanic match is still a vivid memo- 
ry. In this era, we will never see such an anticipated con- 
frontation as these two had 10 years ago.” Stu Saks—“The 
question still is, did Andre have to turn to get his title shot?” 


Hulk Hogan TOUGHEST 
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Why: When Owen first challenged Bret in 1993, before his 
shocking turn, Bret rejected it out of hand. He refused to face 
a blood relative in the ring. But Owen persisted and even 
attacked his brother during a tag team match. Bret reluctantly 
relented. 

The two were trained by the same man, father Stu Hart, 
and climbed the same ladder to success. Bret was essentially 
looking ina mirror when he faced his younger sibling. Despite 
his brother's harsh words and actions, Bret found it difficult at 
first to do any harm to Owen. But as time went on and the 
stakes grew higher, Owen became just another opponent. 

Said At The Time: “Owen, you were a crybaby with wet 
diapers as a kid, and you're a crybaby today. But that wet 
diaper will become a crying towel when | beat you in the 
ring, brother.” 

Titles At Stake: WWF World title 

Injuries Suffered: Owen’s “sharpshooter” strained lig- 
aments in Bret’s knee. A few wayward punches also loos- 
ened some teeth in the “Hitman.” 

Lasting Effects: Within the Hart family, this has 
caused tremendous discord, as members have been 
forced to take sides. Bret has tried to stay out of Owen’s 
way, but the brothers’ paths cross more often than not. = 
No matter what happens in the future, the “Hitman’s” relation- 
ship with his brother will never be the same. 

This feud has created ripples throughout the entire world 
of wrestling. What was once unthinkable, two brothers feud- _ 
ing, has now become almost commonplace. The ; 
Rottens and Gunns have also done their best to repli- 
cate their version of Cain and Abel. The Harts may have 
inadvertently started a very disturbing trend in this sport. 

Current Status Of Relationship: Non-existent. The 
chances of outright forgiveness grows more remote as 
each day passes. Owen is still obsessed with replicating 
his brother's “trifecta title track.” To date, he has won only == 
the WWF World tag team title, and that frustration mani- 
fests itself with random attacks on Bret. 

Reporter Analysis: Brandi Mankiewicz—‘Bret acted like 
a jerk toward his brother, so Owen became a jerk himself. 
Bret created the monster. He only has himself to blame.” 
Dave Rosenbaum—‘“While their matches were classic, it was 
still a sad sight. Even though Owen was consumed with jeal- 
ousy, Bret was still in shock and unable to capitalize on his 
ring superiority.” Andy Rodriguez—“You’d never know that 
Bret was once hesitant about fighting Owen. While their feud 
may not be hot right now, it’s still simmering.” 
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Why: Ric Flair is diamonds, Armani suits, and limousines. y 
Dusty Rhodes is cowboy boots, faded jeans, and pickup trucks. “ 
The two could not be more opposite. Flair despised Rhodes for i es S 
his commonness. Rhodes hated Flair for his elitism. : ay 

The “Nature Boy’s” scientific approach always clashed with 
Rhodes’ brawling. Flair privately complained that it was always 
difficult to prepare for a man like Rhodes. But the © P 
main difficulty that Flair had was that, as a for- 
mer rulebreaker, the “American Dream” was 
more than willing to sink down in the mud with 
his nefarious opponent. 

Said At The Time: “Dream,’ it goes like this, 
my friend: Beating me for a title is one thing. 
Holding on to it against me is entirely another. 
Whoooooo!” 

Titles At Stake: NWA World title 

Injuries Suffered: Bruised sternum, separated 
shoulder, and a deep cut in his forehead that re- 
quired 50 stitches 

Lasting Effects: While Flair had difficulty with the 
“Dream,” he was largely responsible for determining 
his place in history. Rhodes’ two World title losses 
came against Flair, the first ending a three-month 
reign, and the second ending a reign of two weeks. 
On the contrary, Flair’s reigns lasted months ... 
and some more than a year. With all due respect 
to Rhodes, that is why fans calls Flair “champ.” 

Current Status Of Relationship: Rhodes has 
retired, and Flair is in the twilight years of his _ 
illustrious career. With Rhodes working as a | 
WCW broadcaster, their paths cross once in 
a while, but when they are together, smiles 
are exchanged instead of fists. Time has mel- 
lowed this rivalry. Perhaps when Flair finally 
hangs up the tights, he will jockey for Rhodes’ 
announcing job, and sparks could fly again 
behind the podium. 

Reporter Analysis: Bill Apter—‘This still 
ranks as one of the most exciting feuds in 
wrestling history. ‘Big Dust’ was always 
under Flair’s skin. The fans loved it. Flair 
hated it.” Liz Hunter—‘For all his strutting 
and whooing, Flair could never figure out - 
how to dispatch Dusty once and for all.” Matt = se 
Brock—“They don’t make feuds like this anymore. The Flair- > i 
Rhodes series ranks up there in excitement with Ali-Frazier.” 
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"Psycho" Sid Vicious ™= 


Why: Sid’s history with The Undertaker spans eight years and 
two promotions. Both are similar in height, weight, and stature. And 
that is where Sid’s struggle starts. Despite his overall success, Sid 
has a poor track record against big men. He loves seeing intimida- 
tion in his opponents’ eyes. The Undertaker won't give him that. 

Sid has always been plagued by a lack of focus. While The 
Undertaker has plied his trade in the WWF for more than six 
years, Sid has had three stints, the most recent leading to two 
WWF title reigns. Sid runs in. peaks and valleys, while The 
Undertaker moves in a straight line. 

Said At The Time: “You see, Undertaker, you don’t scare 
me. You may be the Grim Reaper himself. But | am the master 
and the ruler of the world.” 

Titles At Stake: WWF World title, USWA heavyweight title 

Injuries Suffered: None 

Lasting Effects: With a WrestleMania XIII showdown 
scheduled, their intense feud will finally enjoy the spotlight of 
a Luger-Flair or a Hogan-Andre. While The Undertaker has 
increased his popularity, Sid went on to win the WWF title 
twice, beating Shawn Michaels and Bret Hart in the 
process, something ‘Taker couldn’t do. 

But Sid’s status has always been short-term. His stints q 
in the WWF simply have not lasted long. With that track es 
record, it is hard to feel the effects of anything, let alone a 
major feud. A prolonged series of matches would per- 
haps provide a clearer verdict and improve Sid’s place in “iy 
wrestling history. = 4 rn, J 

Current Status Of Relationship: The two will never be friends — ; 
or even allies. Sid resents The Undertaker’s lack of fear. For Sid, 
fear is equal to respect. As long as the two exist in the same promo- 
tion, there will always be conflict. But even with a main event at 
WrestleMania, a resolution to their conflict remains 
difficult unless Sid commits to a lengthy stay in 
the WWF. 

Reporter Analysis: Stu Saks—“Even after 
capturing the WWF title two times, Sid’s place in 
history is not secure. A decisive win over The 
Undertaker would go a long way to change that, 
but ’Taker’s not likely to cooperate.” Dave 
Lenker—*Perhaps Sid should form a team with 
The Undertaker, because wrestling against him 
doesn't help his career.” Matt Brock—‘Sid epito- 
mizes the modern-day wrestler. Brilliant one day, 
disinterested the next. He’ll need his focus to beat 
The Undertaker, and hopefully that approach will 
carry over through the rest of his career.” 
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Why: Terry Funk has built his reputation on a maniacal 
approach that shows little regard for bodily sacrifice. 
That works just fine—until he comes up against a 
man who’s even more maniacal and has even less 
regard for his own physical being. While it is truly 
amazing that Funk is still going strong at 52, itis | 
even more incredible that he has done so in spite of / 
countless matches against Abdullah the Butcher. 

The two have battled off and on for the better 
part of two decades in both the United States and 
Japan. Gallons of blood have been spilled, and 
hundreds of stitches have been sewn, and it has 
gotten to the point where the two don’t even 
remember why they hated each other in the first 
place. 

Said At The Time: “You haven't seen a 
butcher until you’ve seen Terry Funk in action. 
Abdullah, I’m gonna carve you up. Then I’m 
gonna chew you up and spit you out!” 

Titles At Stake: None 

Injuries Suffered: More than two decades | 
of bone breaks, ligament tears, lacerations, | 
and contusions h 

Lasting Effects: While Funk has trouble = 
getting the best of his longtime foe, their bat- 
tles are the stuff of legend. Their style of 
wrestling has spawned a new generation of | 
fans, a generation that has helped make Ex- | 
treme Championship Wrestling the federation it 
is today. 

Current Status Of Relationship: Unlike oth- 
ers, these two do not mellow with age. In fact, the 
intensity of their hatred seems to grow each time 
they meet. To say that Terry Funk is persistent 
would be an understatement. He will not stop tear- 
ing into Abdullah until he knows that he can get the 
better of him once and for all. \y 

Reporter Analysis: Dave Lenker—“These two | 
are proof positive that wrestling does not need a | % 
retirement age. They can handle themselves in the + 
ring as fiftysomething competitors, and they still can 
scare opponents half their age.” Dave Rosenbaum— 
“For what's left of their respective careers, Funk and 
Abdullah may want to lay off of each other.” Andy 
Rodriguez—“Funk has had many accomplishments in 
his career. But he wants one more trophy on that man- 
tle: the head of Abdullah the Butcher.” 
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Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 
check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING [EZ 
REVUE <m 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan ys. Pat O’Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson vs, Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien, $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier ys. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 


BOXING BOXING 


NEWS ff 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustay Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson ys. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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THE GIANT vs. STING 


Sting has had 
dozens of 
matches with 
The Giant over 
the last year, 
and he has tried 
everything he 
could think of to 
beat him. Not 
much of what he 
has tried has 
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toughest 
opponent. 


RIC FLAIR vs. LEX LUGER — 
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Anyone who has faced the “Nature Boy” and 
doesn’t consider him a tough opponent is 
kidding himself. A magnificent technical 
wrestler, master of psychological warfare, and, 
as Luger knows, the kind of guy who knows 
how to scratch and claw his way to victory. 
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ShaifMichaels doesn have-all that much regard for Bret 
Hart a§ a person, you. can tellby the way he trains for 
matches with the “Hitman” that he knows he’s in for the 
fight of his life every time they meet. And regardless of 
what Hart says about Michaels’ lifestyle, you can be sure 
he respects him ever so much in the ring. 
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through a feud with a former friend, but no 
deal with a 7’5”, 497-pound former friend. H 
courage and determination in his matches wi 
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AC/DC 2791 Cry of Love 4651 Hole 6832 Mudhoney 7523 Slaughter 

Accept 2853 The Cult 4663 Hootie & the Blowfish ]6951 My Life w/Thrill Kill Cult] 7524 Slayer 

Ace Frehley 2871 The Cure 6665 lan Moore 6371 Natalie Merchant 7621 Smashing Pumpkins 

Adam Ant 3262 Danger Danger 4631 Indigo Girls 6331 Ned's Atomic Dustbin | 7643 Smithereens : 

Aerosmith 3265 Danzig 4691 INXS 9682 Neil Young 7661 Sonic Youth 

Alanis Morisette 6283 Dave Matthews Band | 4761 Iron Maiden 6461 Nine Inch Nails 7683 Soul Asylum 

Alice Cooper 2691 David Bowie 5224 Jackyl 6471 Nirvana 7682 Soundgarden 

Alice in Chains 7681 David Lee Roth 5374 Jesus & Mary Chain 6722 NRBQ 7722 Spacehog 
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Blind Melon 3981 Extreme, 5651 Lollapalooza Tour | 1832 Queensryche 7381 Tom Petty 

Blues Traveler 3222 Face To Face Ponna eeaaanerest 7363 REM. © 8662 Tool 

Bon Jovi 3442 Fight 6275 Marilyn Manson 7232 Radiohead 8722. Traffic 

Breeders 3451 ‘Filter 7931 Matthew Sweet 7265 Ramones 8741 Trixter 

Brother Cane 3471 Firehouse sem Si ns 7266 Rancid 8971 Type O Negative 
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Why: In 1990, Steve Austin was the prized pupil in the 
wrestling school of Chris Adams, who, in addition to running the 
school, was still in his professional prime. While the two seemed 
to have a terrific relationship, resentment was festering in Austin, 
who felt his teacher was taking all the credit for his 
success, ' 

As talented as Austin was (he went on to be voted | 
Rookie of the Year by PW/ readers), he was even 
smarter. He grabbed a huge psychological edge in the 
feud by garnering the support of Jeannie Clark, who had 
a bitter divorce with Adams years earlier. Eventually, 
Adams’ new wife, Toni, made it a four-way war. 

Austin has gone on to face opponents as good as and 
better than Adams, but this feud took place in his rookie 
year and against an opponent who—whether he cared to 
admit it or not—taught him everything he knew. 

Said At The Time: “Adams, you say you taught me 
everything | know. Well, it was raw talent that got me here, 
and it'll be raw talent that whoops you in the ring.” 

Titles At Stake: None 

Injuries Suffered: Austin dislocated his left shoulder and 
suffered a concussion. 

Lasting Effects: Although it was considered a heinous “= 
betrayal at the time, Austin’s turn against Adams was a 
smart career move. Though Adams was considered the 
winner of the feud by virtue of a victory in an “I Quit” match 
in Dallas, Austin gained valuable experience by facing his 
teacher in a real wrestling match, as opposed to one 
under the confines of a wrestling school. 

Current Status Of Relationship: No one is certain. 
Austin rarely invokes Adams’ name, and vice versa. 
Time heals a lot of wounds, but in this case, time may 
have distanced the two even more. Austin is a shining 
star as “Stone-Cold” in the WWF. Adams wrestles peri- 
odically in Texas independents and enjoyed a brief 
stint in the now-defunct AWF. 

Reporter Analysis: Brandi Mankiewicz—‘It took 
guts for Austin to turn against Adams. If he hadn't, he 
wouldn’t be the wrestler he is today. He may have 
had trouble with his teacher, but it made him what he 
is today.” Steve Anderson—“If a rookie is going to 
become a star, he must challenge himself immedi- 
ately. There is not a greater challenge than a stu- Pe 
dent coming after his teacher.” Liz Hunter—‘“By turn- ————__ 
ing against Chris Adams, Steve Austin set the tone for his entire ——— 
career. He may be up for the challenges, but sometimes he needs — el 
to think things out a little more.” 
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Roddy Piper eed 


Why: Many would have thought of Hulk Hogan as Piper's . a 
toughest opponent. But his history with Flair has provided the 
“Rowdy Scot’ with some of his greatest moments and gravest 
setbacks. His war with the “Nature Boy” was both physi- 
cal and menial. 

Flair is about the only man who ever got the better of 
Piper in psychological warfare. His tactics would aggra- 
vate Piper and bring out the worst in him. Their most 
recent war in the WWF was very unlikely. Flair was 
focused on Hulk Hogan, but made a side trip just to 
crawl under Piper’s skin. It worked. Piper struggled 
against him, just as he did in the early-’80s. 

Said At The Time: “Flair, when you play with fire, 
you're going to get burned. And |’m a raging, 
Scottish inferno ready to ignite!” 

Titles At Stake: NWA U.S. title, NWA World 
title, WWF World title 

Injuries Suffered: Broken ribs and a dislocated 
kneecap 

Lasting Effects: Despite their bitter feud, 
Piper and Flair always had mutual respect. Their 
formative years were spent traveling up and 
down the same highways to wrestle night after 
night. They didn’t need costumes or muscles. They were 
meat-and-potatoes wrestlers who laid the foundation 
for the sport’s mid-’80s popularity explosion. 

Proud of the history they created, the two seem to 
be at peace with each other for the moment. Perhaps 
they will engage in battle one more time, just for old 
time’s sake. It would be interesting to see if Flair still 
held that mental edge he used so effectively in the past. 

Current Status Of Relationship: To look at these 
two now, you could have never guessed that they once 
despised each other. The Piper-Flair war has given way 
to a lovefest. For the first time, they have a common 
enemy, Hulk Hogan. Whether he owns up to it or not, 
Piper is fighting for Flairs home promotion, and the 
“Nature Boy” couldn’t be happier. 

Reporter Analysis: Brandi Mankiewicz—‘It is touching, 
yet sickening, to bear witness to Piper and Flair’s ‘mutual 
admiration society.’ Like Luger, Flair has Piper’s number.” 
Dave Rosenbaum—‘l’d like to see them wrestle one more 
time, if for nothing else than to hear the prematch inter- 
views.” Liz Hunter—“Their feud of the early-’80s rivals any in 
history. There were no gimmicks to their matches and titles 
didn’t matter. Just personal pride. You don’t see that too 
much anymore.” 


n 
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A chair to the heag is always an 
5 Effective Offensive Maneuver, 
&SPEcially With the referee Out of 
ation, 
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Why: Hart can match Michaels scientifically move for move. 
But Hart brings a devastating ground attack that 
Michaels finds difficult to counter. Up until WrestleMania 
XII, Hart dominated “The Heartbreak Kid.” Michaels 
finally upended Hart, but it was not without controversy. 

While Michaels has always said that he respects 
his competitor, Hart will not return the compliment. 
He looks upon Michaels’ antics with disdain. Despite 
his claims to the contrary, Michaels is bothered by 
the fact that he does not have Hart’s complete 
respect. 

Said At The Time: “Bret, you call yourself the 
‘Excellence Of Execution.’ Well, we’ll see how 


sweet chin music and | take the WWF title. At 
WrestleMania XII, my lifelong dream will come 
true. Bet on it.” 

Titles At Stake: WWF World title 

Injuries Suffered: A sprained back as a result 
of a prolonged Hart “sharpshooter.” 

Lasting Effects: After their “Iron Man” con- 
frontation, a bitter Hart bolted from the WWF. 
The overtime ruling did not sit well with him. 
Michaels carried on as the standard-bearer, but 
the shadow of the “Hitman” always loomed large. 

Hart returned months later and painted a target on Michaels’ 
back. Unfortunately, a likely WrestleMania XIII rematch failed to 
become a reality when Michaels suffered a debili- 
tating knee injury. 

Current Status Of Relationship: While these 
two share fan favorite status, they are polar oppo- 
sites, and these opposites do not attract. Their grow- 
ing hatred of one other has gone beyond title belts 
and professional pride. Their feud is now personal. If 
they do clash again, the match will be anything but 
scientific. 

Reporter Analysis: Dave Lenker—‘It’s sad to see 
these two professionals let personal issues get in their 
way. A classic scientific match between these two 
would be terrific, but that’s just not going to happen.” Liz 
Hunter—“These two are mirror images of each other. 
Both are ex-tag team wrestlers who proved to be out- 
standing singles competitors. Both have more in common 
than anything, yet they can’t stand each other.” Matt 
Brock—“Somehow you can be sure that Michaels is going 
to blame Hart for his knee injury. Assuming Shawn makes 
it back, this will be the hottest feud we’ve seen in years.” 
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Randy Savage 


Why: At times, the history between Randy Savage and Hulk 
Hogan has more resembled a soap opera than a wrestling feud. 
While the feud has taken its twist and turns, one constant remains: 
Savage has yet to beat Hogan cleanly. And that B08n opere envi- 
ronment has a great deal to do with it. 

Savage is an emotional wrestler whose perfor- 
mance is largely predicated on his state of mind. 
Hogan knows that and, as both a fan favorite 
and a rulebreaker, has exploited the situation, 
sometimes using Elizabeth as a pawn. Hogan is 
an inferior athlete to Savage, but he makes up 
for that with size, strength, and a clear psycho- 
logical edge. 

Said At The Time: “Hulk Hogan can’t go 
through life thinking that everything—and 
everybody—he wants in this world will be his. 
He has to be taught a lesson, and I’m the —ereermeay 
man to do it.” 

Titles At Stake: WWF and WCW World 
titles 

Injuries Suffered: Dislocated jaw and 
deep lower back bruise 

Lasting Effects: Tallying up the damage of the 
Hogan-Savage feud reveals one broken friendship, one 
broken marriage, and many fans’ broken hearts. Their 
battles have encompassed more than in-ring competition. 
The issues became personal. 

Hogan has been a black mark on the “Macho Man’s” 
record. Years ago, he turned against Hogan in an attempt 
to emerge from his shadow. Ironically, as an enemy of 
Hogan, he still remains in the large, looming shadow of the 
“Hulkster” due to his inability to defeat him. 

Current Status Of Relationship: The hatred between the 
two is as intense as it was 12 years ago. Even if Savage’s 
loyalties are not to WCW, he is still at war with Hogan and the 
New World Order. They were able to mend fences once, but F=™ 
that is unlikely to happen again. Once Savage is actively esas" 
wrestling again, look for him to resume his feud with Hogan. 

Reporter Analysis: Stu Saks—“What's most disappointing 
about this feud is that they didn’t need to get personal. Hogan 
and Savage are talented wrestlers. But Hogan knew what he i 
was doing by getting in Savage’s head.” Dave Lenker—‘“If Wahi 
Savage has anyone to blame for his inability to beat Hogan, it's } 
Elizabeth. Savage would have had a chance without her and all 
the distractions.” Steve Anderson— “Frankly, Savage should just 
stay away from Hogan. Their feud has given him more heartache 
than bodyache.” 


we 
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The U ndertaker pa 


Why: Mankind entered the WWF much like The Undertaker, an 
oddity that few wrestlers could handle or even figure out. Many 
expected to see a clash between the two, but no one could fore- 
see the damage that would be done to the man from the 
dark side. 

Mankind refused to succumb to ’Taker’s psychological 
ploys. In fact, he brought a few to the table himself. 
Mankind cost The Undertaker victories, top 10 rankings, 
and, most of all, "Taker’s longtime manager, Paul Bearer. » 

Said At The Time: “Mankind, you have walked on the 
edge of sanity. But now you must walk on the edge of 
darkness and face the reaper. Rest in peace.” 

Titles At Stake: None 

Injuries Suffered: Fractured collarbone and a con- b. 
cussion 

Lasting Effects: The Undertaker before Mankind /% 
and after Mankind is simply not the same wrestler. 
Never has one opponent so changed a man. Mankind 
did more than defeat The Undertaker in key matches; — 
he changed his very essence. ’Taker tried many / 
times to beat Mankind in a variety of bizarre special- 
ty matches, but win or lose, he always came out the 
worst for wear. 

By beating The Undertaker and “stealing” his manager, 
Mankind gained legitimacy in the WWF. The wrestler formerly 
known as Cactus Jack picked the right fight at the right time. The —__ 
man who once felt little pain now was feeling the — 
wrath of his former manager’s newest charge. — Pe P 

Current Status Of Relationship: The Undertaker | i 
has moved on to more important matters, like WWF ard uA 

€. 
We et 
or pes 
' 4 
proven with their unconventional matches, stranger \ * 
things have happened. : ; 

Reporter Analysis: Stu Saks—“Mankind did some- P 
the shuffle?” Steve Anderson—‘The Undertaker became | 
obsessed with beating Mankind and getting to Bearer. 

Hence, the ‘Buried Alive’ match that backfired on him. For 


World title contention. Bearer is more of a problem 
thing that no other wrestler has been able to do to The» 4 
the first time, The Undertaker was riding on emotion.” 


ms 


s & 
now than Mankind. In fact, Mankind is even having his 
own problems with his new manager. If Mankind does 
Undertaker. He made him look vulnerable and almost 
human.” Brandi Mankiewicz—“For me, it was just another 


split with Bearer, could he and Undertaker “bury” the 
hatchet and form a macabre tag team? As they have 
WWF freak show. But if The Undertaker had so much trou- | 
ble, why is it that he is a contender and Mankind is lost in 
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Why: Simply put, Luger is bigger and stronger than Ric Flair. He 
combines power, agility, and ring savvy that have made him a 
feared wrestler in many federations. But he has never defeated Ric 
Flair. He has come close on many occasions, but circumstances 
have always denied him the duke and, at times, the World title, 

Luger had numerous shots at Flair’s NWA/WCW World title, but 
he always came up short. When Luger finally won the belt, it was 
after Flair had left WCW for the WWF. Critics praised 
Luger for finally getting the title, but reminded him that he 
didn’t beat Flair. This will always weigh heavily on 
Luger. 

Said At The Time: “Nature Boy,’ you may call 
yourself “The Man.’ But I'll prove to you beyond a 
shadow of a doubt who the real man is.” 

Titles At Stake: NWA/WCW World title 

Injuries Suffered: Sprained knee from Flair’s fig- 
ure-four and a deep chest bruise from Flair’s chops. 

Lasting Effects: Even though Flair and Luger are 
not actively feuding, Lex still has Flair in the back of 
his mind. He has held almost every title in WCW, but 
that is not enough. They are both in the same promo- 
tion, which means their paths will cross. 

After all these years, the underachiev- 
er tag is still loosely attached to Luger, 
thanks in part to Flair. The ideal sce- 
nario for Luger to rid himself of that bur- 
den is to convincingly beat Flair. 

Current Status Of Relationship: 
Luger and Flair are tolerating each 
other for now, in an effort to maintain 
a united front against the NWO. But 
when events cool down, look for the 
two to eventually renew their rivalry. 

Reporter Analysis: Bill Apter—‘I 
think Luger would have preferred 
that he never met Ric Flair. His 
career has, in a large part, been 
dependent on his record against 
the ‘Nature Boy.’ So will his place 
in history.” Brandi Mankiewicz— 
“Face it: Luger can’t get the job 
done against Flair. He’s had 10 
years and hundreds of matches. ee 
What more proof do you need?” Steve Ander 
son—‘lt is truly astounding. Lex Luger has victories over almost ee 
every great wrestler competing today. But not Flair. To start a new ead 
feud with Flair is risky on his part.” 
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Sting TOUGHEST 


Why: Most wrestlers with a decade of experience would look 
upon wrestling a rookie as an easy challenge. But when you're 
Sting and you have to face a 7'4” rookie known as The Giant, that’s 
clearly another matter. 

Sting has always struggled against big men. Big Van Vader pro- 
vided Sting with his share of broken bones and lost titles. Sting’s 
heart can only carry him so far. He tried several different strategies 


against The Giant, but none was particularly effective. 

Said At The Time: “Beating The Giant is like 
cutting down a big oak tree. You don’t get the job 
done with a couple of swings of the ax. You have 
to keep at it, and eventually it will fall.” 

Titles At Stake: WCW World title 

Injuries Suffered: Sprained neck and bruised 
tailbone 

Lasting Effects: Who knows how anything affects 
Sting these days? The “old” Sting operated on guts 
and determination no matter how big his opponent 
was. His losses to The Giant only made him more 
determined to try again. Sting has tasted champi- 
onship gold in the past and, chances are, he wants that 
taste again. 

For The Giant, his victory over Sting was another 
step in his quest to be known as the greatest “big man” 
in the sport. Few can claim a clean victory over the 
“Stinger.” But for The Giant, the wins came swiftly and 
with dominance. He becomes a better wrestler with every match 
and more confident after every win. 

Current Status Of Relationship: Sting was an island unto 
himself until “Macho Man” Randy Savage came along. Most felt 
the exiled NWO member would join this duo of outcasts, but 
WCW welcomed The Giant back with open arms. 

Their relationship is non-existent. They do not run in the 
same circles nor do their paths ever cross. The Giant has re- 
pledged his allegiance to WCW while the bat-wielding Sting 
remains silent. Until Sting speaks, the status of any of his 
relationships will remain unclear. 

Reporter Analysis: Stu Saks—“Sting has faced tough 
challenges in the past, and he has almost always overcome 
them. The fact that he can’t beat The Giant has played 
heavily on his psyche, and is at least partially responsible 
for his current state.” Dave Lenker—‘“After spending time 
as champion, Sting looked lost as a challenger. It was 
clear that he was losing confidence every time he lost to 
The Giant.” Matt Brock—“The Giant has been on a roll 
since he started. | don’t think Sting is the one to stop it.” 


— _— 
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BRUTAUIZES! 
BRET! 


“Hey, Shawn, This 
One's For You!” 


The friendship between 
_ Shawn Michaels and “Psycho” 
_ Sid looked like it was buried 
_ late last year. But Sid is up for 
~ doing his old pal at least a few 
more favors 


a ! By Bryan Ethier 


-@-\ HAWN MICHAELS NEEDS 
“™, a friend, any friend. Even 
* before he suffered a devas- 
tating knee injury, he needed a 
friend. Or at least an ally. Some- 
one upon whom he could depend. 
/Someone who could help him out 


in the ring from time to time. After 


all, even in the fan favorites’ 
\ dressing room, he isn’t the most 
a eke man you'll find. 
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But who? Steve Austin? Come 
on, no one trusts Austin. Big Van 
Vader? The Undertaker? Forget 
it. Rocky Maivia, Marc Mero, 
maybe Goldust. Don’t think so. 

But believe it or not, Shawn 
seems to have a friend in one of the 
very same men he was matched up 
against in a series of triple-threat 
matches during the winter. 

Okay, maybe “Psycho” Sid isn’t 
his friend. Just call him an unusu- 
al ally. 


When Sid saved Shawn from Bret’s 
“sharpshooter” during a triple-threat 
match when Shawn was still champ, it 
might have been out of loyalty. 


~~ 


‘Sid enjoys power-bombing Bret 
‘Hart more | than he Bnjoys 


till has respect. for 


't like the things 


it him, 


64 The Wrestler 


Consider that when he had to 
face both Bret Hart and Sid ina 
series of triple-threat matches this 
winter, Shawn often had to 
choose between tackling Sid or 
Bret. Both choices are unsavory, 
for Michaels is renowned for 
despising the squeaky-clean 
image of Hart, and he hadn’t 
exactly been embracing his fa- 
vorite bodyguard-turned-traitor, 
either. 

“We thought these triple-threat 
matches would be a good way of 
just letting these guys take their 
aggressions out on each other,” 
said a WWF matchmaker. “We 
thought they all hated one another 
about equally, but there were 
times when it really looked liked 
both Sid and Shawn were going 
after Bret with a little extra. They 
weren't teaming up against him, 
but there wasn’t as much hostility 
between Shawn and Sid as | 
expected to see. And Sid really 
gave it to Bret. Real strange stuff.” 


Strange, but hardly funny. It’s 
hard to find either joy or humor in 
the bitter verbal bile hurled among 
these three keen competitors. 
Oddly enough, it is “Psycho” Sid 
who has done much of the trash- 
talking, particularly when it comes 
to the “Hitman.” 

“I'm sick of hearing about Bret,” 
Sid said after one of those triple- 
threat matches. “He ain’t nothin’ 
special. He talks too much. He 
thinks he’s better than me and 
better than Shawn, but we both 
got more guts than him.” 

Which would explain why Sid 
was so quick to save Shawn when 
he was being pummeled by Bret 
in a few of those three-man 
matches. 

“| always respected Shawn,” 
Sid said. “Maybe nobody believes 
that, because | beat the hell out of 
him a lot of times, and | won’t 
apologize for anything | did to him 


or Jose Lothario, but he’s a 
standup guy. He’s not a phony 
who thinks he’s the king of the 
world like Bret Hart.” 

“| have no personal issue with 
‘Psycho’ Sid,” said Bret. “I’ve 
never seitled the score with 
Shawn Michaels, and Sid’s one of 
the guys who keeps standing in 
my way. | don’t really care if he’s 
got a problem with me, but I'll take 
him on anytime, especially if the 
WWF title is up for grabs. | enjoy 
wresiling the two of them at once, 
even if they both are out to get 
me.” 

Do you get the idea that battle 
lines have been drawn? 

You might deduce that in these 
three-man matches, Hart went out 
of his way to pulverize Sid so that 
he could get Shawn one-on-one. 
Only it was Sid who often got the 
best of the “Hitman.” 

And if Shawn isn’t able to come 


back from his knee injury and 
wrestle the way he used to, Sid 
might just be willing to lay a few 
more beatings on Bret on behalf 
of his old “pal” Shawn. 

Strange, indeed. That’s just 
what Sid’s relationship with 
Shawn has been since 1995. No 
one seems to fully understand the 
tie that binds them together. 

“| don’t know what it is that 
clicks between Sid and Shawn or 
why they even have any relation- 
ship at all,” said Rocky Maivia. “I 
don’t know either guy real well 
personally, but they’re both, | 
guess, loners or, you might say, 
rebels. They both want to be the 
best, but | don’t think either one 
cares if they're the most popular 
anymore. They deal in excesses, 
except when it comes to friend- 
ships. Neither one of them has 
very many.” 

Additionally, like the warring 
Cain and Abel in the Bible, 
“brothers who fight for a cause” 
never truly abandon each other. 
One should not forget that two 
years ago, Sid pledged his undy- 
ing respect and friendship for 
Shawn. They have drifted apart, 
as do many competitive wres- 
tlers, yet one gets the feeling that 
embers of kinship still glow deep 
in the recesses of their souls. 

“| can’t say they like each other,” 
said broadcaster Dok Hendrix, “but 
| think they respect each other the 
way soldiers on opposing sides 
respect each other after a long war. 
Remember, these two guys were 
once real close, back when Sid 
was Shawn’s bodyguard. When 
they climb into the ring and look in 
each other’s eyes, they see the 
past and the future. Maybe they 
can't leave the old days behind. In 
this case, having Bret Hart as a 
common enemy brings them 
together.” 

Will this grudging camaraderie 
blossom into full-fledged friend- 
ship again? That depends on who 
is wearing the belt. And if the cur- 
rent trend continues, that could 
change by next week. O 
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The New World Order 
has mastered the 
deadliest weapon of 
psychological | 
warfare: intimidation. * 
The Giant must learn 
how to overcome 
such mind games; 
the future of WCW 
depends on it! 


By Harry Burkett 


HE GIANT SAT in the airport lounge with an | 
empty look in his eyes. He seemed very far | 


fo) r life. That’s the message Hulk Ho Jar 
faved on the Doo of het : 


away, as if he were in a deep trance. His left - 


hand was clenched into a fist. His right hand held an 


aluminum can. But it was impossible to see what he | 


was drinking. The Giant's massive fingers concealed | 
whatever label may have been on it. 

Taking a swig of the beverage, he sat the canon | 
the table in front of him. Considering the setbacks he |) 
had suffered recently, it wouldn’t have been surpris- 
ing if he was drinking something a little stronger than [| 
Coca-Cola. 

In his mind, all The Giant could hear was a con- 
stant sssssshhhhhh. And he could still feel the cold, 
wet sensation up and down his back. “I never should | 
have let them do that to me,” he muttered. Fortu- | 
nately, lonely men often feel the need to talk. The | 
Giant had something to get off his chest. 
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Hogan tried to negate The Giant’s height advantage by keep- 
ing him on the mat (above), but The Giant retaliates by driving 
Hogan’s back into his knee (right). Hogan was never the same 
from that point forward. 


“| keep replaying that night in my 
head. All | can remember is Hulk 
Hogan shaking that spray can and 
painting ‘NWO 4 Life’ on my back. | 
don’t remember the punches, the 
kicks, or the clotheslines. All | 
remember is that spray can.” 

Of course, The Giant’s night- 
mare happened for real at the 
NWO’s Souled Out pay-per-view. 
That was supposed to be the night 
he got even with Hogan for all the 
lies, deceit, and callousness. 
Instead, he was a victim of yet 
another ruthless NWO attack. But 
he doesn’t remember the as- 
sault—only the insult. 

Former NWA World champion 
Dusty Rhodes has fought some of 
the premier masters of intimida- 
tion, everyone from Kevin Sullivan 
to Ric Flair. In his opinion, The 
Giant must overcome the NWO’s 
mind games if he has any chance 
of defeating Hogan. 


68 The Wrestler 


“I’m not one to go ‘round 
spreadin’ rumors, but | heard The 
Giant has been in a deep funk 
ever since Souled Out,” he said. 
“But he isn’t hangin’ his head 
because he didn’t regain the 
World title. He thinks the NWO 
made a fool out of him when they 
yanked down his strap and spray- 
painted his back. 

“There were a lot of times when 
| limped, crawled, or had to be 
dragged back to the locker room. | 
didn’t think | could take any more 
rag-taggin’. But | found out that if 
you bang your head against a wall 
enough times, you can break 
through. The Giant needs to learn 
that. For all our sakes.” 

As time passes, it seems as if 
The Giant is WCW’s only hope 
against the NWO. The top names 
in the sport have already tried to 
knock Hogan off his pedestal, but 
no one has been able to penetrate 


the human shield of Kevin Nash, 
Scott Hall, Six, and the others. 

Randy Savage was unable to 
stabilize his emotions enough to 
organize a strategic plan of attack. 
Roddy Piper, while he has defeat- 
ed Hogan, refuses to carry the 
WCW banner and says he has no 
interest in rallying the troops. The 
Giant, by showing signs of coop- 
erating with Lex Luger and others, 
is WCW’s de facto leader. 

The NWO obviously sees The 
Giant as its number-one threat. “I 
would prefer to call The Giant our 
number-one challenge,” said Ted 
DiBiase. “If The Giant didn’t have 
some promise, he would have 
never been a member of the 
NWO. But without ‘Hollywood’ or 
me holding his hand every step of 
the way, he’s just another big, 
dumb klutz. 

“Hollywood’ realizes The Giant 
is incredibly dense. There had to 


be a way of sending him a mes- 
sage he could understand. We 
couldn’t think of a better way than 
to write him a little note—on his 
own skin!” 

After DiBiase overcame an 
enormous burst of laughter, he 
continued. “We are going to make 
an example out of The Giant. 
When we succeed in chopping 
down the biggest tree in the for- 
est, everyone else will be ripe for 
the pickings.” 

And he has a point. It has al- 
ready been proven that the 
numerous factions in WCW are 
virtually incapable of uniting— 
even if the cause is their own sur- 
vival. Groups like The Four 
Horsemen and Dungeon of Doom 
can’t trust each other long enough 
to concentrate on the NWO. If 
someone is going to stop the may- 
hem, it might have to be The 
Giant alone. 

“The Giant has the size and 
guts to give the NWO a run for its 
money, plus he's smarter than the 
average bear,” said Rhodes. “But 
he’s used to being the biggest kid 
on the playground and the tallest 
guy on the basketball court. This 
time, he’s facing a man known as 


This photo will probably be blown up by The Giant and tacked to the wall of his 


After his humiliating loss to 
Roddy Piper at Starrcade, 
Hogan would have dearly 
loved to beat The Giant with a 
sleeperhold. He moved into 
position several times to apply 
the hold, but never got a real 
opportunity to cinch it down. 


a giant-killer. Hogan isn’t afraid of 
mere size. 

“Right now, The Giant had bet- 
ter prepare for plenty of pain, 
blues, and agony, because one 
battle won’t end this conflict. We 
saw how he crumbled after losing 


ao * 


training site. How much more encouragement could he possibly need? 


the title to Hogan in August. | 
hope he’s become a little wiser.” 

The Giant has heard all the crit- 
icism. And he knows he deserves 
most of it. 

“| have something to prove to 
everyone,” said The Giant. “When 
| get to the next town, | have to 
face all the guys | let down. | was 
the WCW World champion. | had 
an obligation to fight off the NWO. 

“But have no fear, because I’m 
going to set everything right. | 
don’t care how many times | need 
to choke-slam that chump Hogan 
into the mat...” 

At that moment, The Giant’s 
flight was announced over the 
loudspeaker. Crushing the empty 
can in his hand, he whispered: 
“This is going to be Hogan’s spray 
can. He is going to pay for what 
he did to me ... and for what he 
did to WCW.” 

He grabbed his duffel bag and 
walked out of the lounge. Such 
responsibilities seemed too heavy 
for a man so young. But with the 
way things stand now, only The 
Giant’s shoulders are broad 
enough to carry the burden. oO 
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The WWF Lie That Forced 
Owen Hart To Say ... 


Photos by Bill Apter 


his brother. © 
when it came 

to quitting the 

WWF (a la Bret), 


Owen's attempt 
at oneupmanship 
almost backfired! 


By Steve Anderson returned hero, had been, as he_ masses the day after the Rumble on 

termed it, “screwed” out of a Royal Monday Night Raw that since he 

T COULD HAVE been the biggest Rumble victory by “Stone-Cold” wasn’t getting the WrestleMania XIII 

| public relations disaster in WWF Steve Austin. Frustration took over, _ title shot he deserved, he was quit- 
history. Bret Hart, the recently and the “Hitman” announced to the _ ting the WWF. 
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Owen Hart doesn’t mind 
wrestling the Godwinns in 
tag team action, because he 
thinks he can dominate them 
(opposite page, left). But he 
didn’t want to see Bob Holly 
in the ring against Henry 
(below)—not as his tag team 
partner at least. 


WWF officials scrambled to 
appease him. Within a half-hour, 
WWF President Gorilla Monsoon 
decided to wipe out the Rumble 
results and put Austin and the three 


men he had illegally eliminated in 
the Rumble (Hart, Big Van Vader, 
and The Undertaker) in a four-way 
match to settle the issue, with the 
winner getting a title shot. Hart was 


satisfied with the decision and 
wholeheartedly accepted. Almost 
everyone agreed that this was the 
fair way to resolve the controversy. 
Not Owen Hart, of course. He felt 
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that, by putting up a stink, Bret got 
his way, and he didn't like it. But that 
didn’t stop him from trying the same 
thing a few weeks later. 

As a WWF World tag team 
champion, Owen knows that some- 
times you can’t control what your 
partner does or how he feels physi- 
cally and/or mentally before a 
match. Such was the case at Mad- 
ison Square Garden this winter. 
Hart and Davey Boy Smith were 
Slated to defend the title against the 
Godwinns, but Smith was ill and 
could not appear. 

In an effort to keep the fans satis- 
fied, WWF officials ordered Hart to 
team with Bob Holly, who was trav- 
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Owen got thrown around the ring by 
Henry quite a bit when he and Holly 
took on the Godwinns at Madison 
Square Garden in January, but Holly | 
did pretty well (below). Still, Owen 
threatened to quit the WWF if he 
had to team with Holly again. Little 
did he know he'd be asked to do so 
the next day (bottom). 


yt, PR ae nea 


uled to appear on the card. 

Holly was thrilled. 

Hart was not. He had no interest 
in tagging with an “inferior partner.” 
But a threat by WWF officials forced 
Owen to rethink his options and 


eling with the WWF but not sched- 


wrestle with Holly in a non-title bout. 

Already angry, Owen became 
furious when Holly shook hands 
with both Godwinns and wished 
them good luck before the match. 
He became positively livid when 
Holly refused to help him double- 
team the Godwinns, and after get- 
ting pinned by Phineas, he attacked 
Holly. 

When Owen returned to the 
dressing room area, he immediately 
confronted those same WWF offi- 
cials who had forced this match on 
him. 

“Do you see what you've done?!” 
Hart said to one official. “Because of 
your stupid decisions, | got pinned. 
I'm a champion. That can’t happen. 
And it better not happen again or 
I'm quitting ...” 

“Don't worry. We'll take care of 
this,” one said. “You have our word 
on it.” 

Hart may have been speaking 
out of anger, but he knew exactly 
what he was doing. The memory of 
Bret’s threatened resignation was 
fresh in his mind. But would his 


threat have the same impact? 

The following day in Philadelphia, 
we found out. “Bulldog” was still 
sick. Once again, Owen had a con- 
tract to face the Godwinns. But 
WWF officials felt that the Godwinns 
had earned a title shot by pinning 


Hart on the previous night. “Bulldog” 
or no “Bulldog,” promoters wanted 
that bout, and they wanted Holly to 
team with Owen again. 

They quietly approached Owen 
about their proposal. Again he went 
ballistic. “No! What did | tell you?!” 
Hart ranted just outside his locker 
room for everyone to hear. “Never 
again, | said.” 

Then he repeated his threat from 
the night before. 

“lf you force me into this, | quit 
the WWF. | mean it. | quit!” 

The promoters were shocked. 
Owen glared at them as he offered 
them his title belt. One of them 
raised one finger to Owen to signify 
that they needed a little more time 
to discuss the issue. As the promot- 
ers huddled, Hart smiled and 
walked away..His threats had got- 
ten through to the WWF bigwigs, 
just as the threats from Bret had. 

Within five minutes, the promot- 
ers returned to Hart. “All right,” one 
said. “These are your options: You 
give us that belt right now, or if you 
decide to wrestle today with Mr. 
Holly, we'll make it non-title again.” 
“If it was Bret, you wouldn't be 


talking to me like this, would you?!” 
Owen complained. “You'd do any- 
thing to keep him happy. What 
about me?! I’m a champion and 
he’s not!” 

“We need an answer now.” 

Knowing he really had no choice, 
Owen conceded and teamed with 
Holly once again. 


Just two weeks after he threatened to quit 
(and had his bluff called by the WWF), 
Owen accepted the challenge of Holly 
and lost to him (below). Holly thus earned 
a tag team title shot for himself and Phil 
Lafon. Davey Boy Smith saved him from 
further embarrassment by pinning Holly 
in that bout (bottom). 


was that the situation with Bret’s 
threat and his were not all that simi- 
lar. Bret had a legitimate gripe, and 
to get his point across, he felt he 
had to go to extremes. 

Owen was complaining about 
one particular match. Is teaming 
with Holly all that bad anyway? If 
he’s such an “inferior partner,” why 
was Holly able to pin Owen in sev- 
eral singles matches less than a 
month later? 

“| want nothing to do with that no- 
good loser Bob Holly,” Owen said, 
dodging the question, “just like | 


And he got pinned again. 
And he was furious again. 


“It’s the most ridiculous thing | 
ever heard of,” Owen said after- 
ward. “Those are the choices | get? 
What a joke. As a world champion, | 
deserve—no, | demand—to get 
exactly what | want. Just like Bret.” 

What Owen failed to recognize 


want nothing to do with my loser 
brother Bret.” 

Somehow, though, we don’t think 
he has dealt with Bret for the last 
time in the ring. 

And he might want to steer clear 
of Holly, too. oO 
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Uid you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestiing positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting work of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWFI You are 
advised ‘what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 


* Details over 50 diferent jobs possible in pro wresting! 
* Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wresting 


school ¢ Tels you where to order boots, mm 


tigtts, etc,, in U.S. and UK. * Charge i! 
New Chapter all about the NWO! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 


World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage! 
Add $5 sh outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK |. 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste. 256» Atlanta, GA 30329 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


The WWF is experiencing a resurgence, part of which is fueled by the excellence of 
the New Diesel, writes Risa Asmono. 


needs to be careful with who his 
friends are; they may not be who 

they seem. 
AMANDA LEIGH SARGENT 
Moab, UT 


SEXY SEXTON 

Stan Lenkiewicz wrote in “Your 
Letters” that there’s still some 
great action and stars on the inde- 
pendent circuit (“Independently 


| Growing,” February 1997). | agree 


wholeheartedly. This is why | was 
so happy when THE WRESTLER did 
an “Introducing” feature on Sex & 
Violence, and, more importantly, 
on my favorite wrestler, Sexton 
Hardcastle. My friends and | saw 
Sexton wrestle Bob Holly at the 
Copps Coliseum in Hamilton for 
the WWF, and he was awesome. 
I'm just glad | was able to see him 
in action. Keep featuring Sexton 
Hardcastle! 
SARAH REALY 
Ferndale, MI 


NEW AND IMPROVED 
| think the WWF is reaching new 
heights with its influx of young, tal- 
ented athletes. WCW may be doing 
a little better at this point, but | think 
the WWF will come out on top. 
WCW has old, boring athletes past 
their primes. If you think the WCW 
has such great talent, just check out 
the WWF's: Rocky Maivia, .Doug 
Furnas and Phil Lafon, Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley, and Steve Austin 
are really talented. Don’t forget 
about the New Razor Ramon and 
New Diesel. So what if it’s not Hall 
or Nash. The new ones will make a - 
name for themselves and will have 
a bright future. 
The WWF is definitely on the 
right road back to the top. 
RISA ASMONO 
Nepean, Ontario 


Send YOUR LETTERS fo: 
Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
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AUGUST 1992* 
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Please send me the back issues | have checked below. | have 
enclosed $5 check or money order for each copy ordered. 


JUST FOUND! 


BACK ISSUES OF THE 
NG) ORIGINAL WCW MAGAZINE 


Collectors agree that the early issues of WCW MAGAZINE were some of the most superb 


SEPTEMBER 1992* 
Cover: Nikita Koloff vs. 


: Rick Rude 
: Poster: Rick Rude/Missy Hyatt : 


: OCTOBER 1992* 

: Cover: Williams & Gordy vs. 
: Steiners 

: Poster: Barry Windham 


: NOVEMBER 1992* 
: Cover: Ron Simmons 
: Poster: Madusa 


: DECEMBER 1992* 
: Cover: Jake Roberts 
: Poster: Nikita Koloff 


: JANUARY 1993* 
: Cover: Brian Pillman 
Poster: Ron Simmons 


: FEBRUARY 1993* 
: Cover: Starrcade '92 
; Poster: Sting 


: MARCH 1993* 

: Cover: 1992 awards/year in 
: review 

: Poster: 1993 calendar/WCW 
: history 


: APRIL 1993* 
: Cover: Rick Rude & Madusa 
: Poster: 2 Cold Scorpio 


- JULY 1993* 
: Cover: Sting 
: Poster: Big Van Vader 


: AUGUST 1993* 
: Cover: Sting & Smith vs. 
: Vicious & Vader 
: Poster: Davey Boy Smith 


_ SEPTEMBER 1993* 
: Cover: Ric Flair & Fifi 
: Poster: Hollywood Blonds 


OCTOBER 1993* 
: Cover: War Games preview 
: Poster: Johnny B. Badd 


: NOVEMBER 1993* 

: Cover: Halloween Havoc pre- 
: view 

: Plus: Nastys, Rude, U.K. tour 


_ DECEMBER 1993* 
: Cover: Battle Bowl preview 
; Plus: Dustin, Horsemen, Clash 


: JANUARY 1994 
: Interview special: Nastys, 
; Sting, Rude, Vader, Dustin 


wrestling magazines ever published. Until recently, these magazines had been neatly stored in 
an air-controlled warehouse. Now, once again, they are available to the public! 


: FEBRUARY 1994 
: Cover: Ric Flair 
: Plus: Steamboat, Havoc, Payne 


: MARCH 1994 

: Year-end awards: Flair, Vader, 
Rude, Bagwell & Scorpio, 

: more! 


: APRIL 1994 

: Ric Flair special! Title win, 
i interview, career timeline, 
: more! 


: MAY 1994 

: Cover: Bobby Heenan’s WCW 
: Guide 

: Plus: Boss, Orndortf & Roma 


: JUNE 1994 

: Cover: Spring Stampede 

: Preview 

: Plus: Simmons, Arn, Nastys, 
: Badd 


- JULY 1994 
i Cover: Sting 
: Plus: Flair, Nastys, Vader-Jack 


_* ALL SLICK, ALL COLOR! 


a ee ee oe owes al oy ot is oe sen eee meee eee ee eee ene _* 
Make check or money order payable to / 

LONDON PUBLISHING CO. : 

O APRIL 1993 And send to: 1 
JULY 1993 WCW BACK ISSUE DEPARTMENT 1 
Q AUGUST 1993 P.O. Box 910 : 
QO) SEPTEMBER 1993 Ft. Washington, PA 19034 ' 
Q OCTOBER 1993 ; 
O NOVEMBER 1993 Name I 
FSPECRRARER ARIS ea ree ee 
US Voy Ri LLL: cso cer ee. UD arr es ; 
O FEBRUARY 1994 Ci 1 
MARCH 1994 OY am reeset rata sictooaapebiete Circa tometer cea : 
OQ) APRIL 1994 State Zip 1 
MAY 10047 | srrmtrnttrtrreterttrntmenttnennnectnnnanttsneinnetnenenirtnnntrnt 1 
O JUNE 1994 Offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all other countries $7 per issue. : 
O JULY 1994 International money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for elNary - 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


Why is Lord Steven Regal so furious? Because Rey Misterio 
Jr., he thinks, caused him to lose the WCW TV title to rookie 
Prince laukea. He has a proposal for Mr. Misterio now. 


his loss of the WCW TV champi- 
onship to young Prince laukea. 

“Excuses are not something | 
make very often, because a man 
of my talents doesn’t need to do 
so,” Regal told me. “However, the 
world saw on television that Mr. 
Rey Misterio distracted my atten- 
tion away from Mr. laukea, thus 
causing me to lose and suffer 
severe embarrassment. 

“Well, | have a proposition for Mr. 
Misterio. It is obvious that you would 
suffer severe embarrassment if | 
removed your mask, revealing your 
bald head and other hideous fea- 
tures to the public. Let us compete 
one on one. It will stipulate in our 
match contract that when | pin your 
puny shoulders to the mat, you will 
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(Continued from page 7) 


then unmask, nauseating everyone. 
lf, by some twist of fate, | am 
declared the loser, | will shave my 
head bald and look something like 
you, causing me to be more embar- 
rassed than | have ever been in my 
life.” 

Misterio has told promoters he’s 
willing to go for the match, but 
Regal has told them he wants to 
“carefully discuss the terms with 
my attorneys before entering into 
any contractual agreements with 
someone who may be under 18 
years of age.” 

Bill Dundee says he has actually 
given up hope that his son, Jamie, 
now known again as J.C. Ice, will 
leave the Nation of Domination. 

“He and that punk friend of his 


PG-13 remains the strength of the USWA branch of the Nation 
of Domination. J.C. Ice still wants nothing to do with his father, 
Bill Dundee, and Bill is wondering if the two of them will ever 
have-a relationship again. 


Wolfie D are so deeply involved in 
that militant organization that | 
may never be able to call him my 
son again,” Dundee said. 

Ice laughed when | told him 
about his father’s comments and 
added, “The Nation of Domination 
is my father now. It supports me, it 
teaches me moral lessons, and it 
asks only respect in return. Bill 
Dundee, the man who raised me, 
could never make me the well- 
rounded man. the Nation of 
Domination has made me. | will 
support them for life!” 

Rocky Maivia wants to thank 
all the WWF fans for supporting 
him during his Intercontinental title 
reign, but he also wants people to 

(Continued on page 78) 


THE SPECIAL ISSUES 


Year-end reviews! WrestleMania 
closeups! Insider polls! Anniversary 
celebrations! The incredible “PWI 500”! 
If you don’t have these color-packed 
special issues in your collection, you are 
missing out—big-time! These massive 
chunks of wrestling history can be 
yours for just $5 per copy! Supplies are 
very limited—order today! 


MARCH 1990 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1989—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '89 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1989, predictions 
for 1990, and more! 


MARCH 1991 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1990—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement “90 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1990, and 
predictions for 1991. 


MARCH 1992 A 100-page year-end extravaganza including: “1991—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement ‘91 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1991, and 
predictions for 1992. 


AUGUST 1992 All slick, all color! This 88-page special includes extensive coverage of 
WrestleMania VIll, plus a bonus photo section detailing the career of Hulk Hogan in photos! 


MARCH 1993 A 100-page all-slick, all-color edition including: “1992—The Year In 
Wrestling,” Achievement '92 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1992, and 
predictions for 1993. 


JUNE 1994 This 88-page edition features a bonus section: Wrestling insiders answer 50 
crucial questions in the 1994 “PHI Poll!” Plus: exclusive photos of Sting vs. Hogan! 


SEPTEMBER 1994 A spectacular 88-page celebration of 15 years of PWI! Included: 
The best and worst of the PW! years, major title changes of the PW/ years, a year-by- 
year review—in color!—and much more! 


orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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MARCH 1995 Our annual 100-page year-end extravaganza! Included: “1994—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘94 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards for 1994, and 
predictions for 1995. 


JUNE 1995 This 88-page edition highlights the incisive “PWI Poll” for 1995 as 
wrestling insiders address 50 vital questions. Plus: Cactus Jack, Sting, the Steiners, and 
more! 


SEPTEMBER 1995 Our sensational 88-page WrestleMania XI issue features 20 pages 
of coverage of this historic card! Included: A full-color centerfold of Diesel-—with o 
complete career bio! 


WINTER 1995 The one you've been waiting for: Our 88-page collector's edition 
featuring the fifth annual installment of the “PW! 500"—a comprehensive listing of the 
top 500 stars in the sport! 


MARCH 1996 The Big One! Our annual 100-page year-end spectacular! “1995—The 
Year In Wrestling,” Achievement ‘95 Awards, “Unofficial Official” Awards, and 
predictions for 1996! 


JUNE 1996 Our annual “PW! Poll” of insiders is back in this jam-packed 88-page 
edition! We ask 50 hot questions—they give you the answers! Plus: Sunny, Hulk 
Hogan, Yokozuna, ond the WWF-WCW war! 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING 


Though Rocky Maivia has been wrestling in the WWF for less than six months, he 
already has a great relationship with the fans. He credits them—and his friend 
Ahmed Johnson—for helping to make him such a success. 


know that he appreciates all the 
support he has received from for- 
mer I-C champ Ahmed Johnson. 

“The belt is around my waist, 
but it belongs to my fans,” Rocky 
said. “Ahmed always called this 
the people’s belt when he was 
champion, and | didn’t really know 
what he meant until the night | 
won it from Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley. 

“When I’m nearly down and out 
and feel like | don’t have any more 
strength, | hear the voices of the 
people cheering me on, and it 
brings me back to life. Guys who 
say the fans don’t mean anything 
to them must be nuts.” 

A new Clique has been formed in 
Insane Championship Wrestling; it’s 
called Thug Life, and the members 
of the group are Joe E. Legend, 
Sexton Hardcastle, Wild Bill 
Scullion, Rhino Richards, and 
Christian Cage. All five men hail 
from Canada, and they’re not at all 
popular with most fans who follow 
the Michigan-based promotion. 

“Forget the NWO,” said Legend. 
“They've just got a whole promotion 
against them. We want the whole 
damn United States to be against 


78 The Wrestler 


(Continued from page 76) 


heart attack on February 6 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Brown, 
who began his career in the late- 
1950s as a referee, made a name 
for himself by winning numerous 
championships in Canada and the 
Midwest. In the ’70s, Bob 
appeared at almost every major 
NWA card in St. Louis. | traveled 
with him on many of my trips back 
then, and I'll always remember 
seeing the smile on his face as 
he’d tell me tales of pranks the 
wrestlers would pull on each other 
in the dressing rooms. 

“Bob Brown was a friend to 
everyone,” said former NWA 
President Bob Geigel, who 
helped train Brown for his career. 
“We battled each other many, 


eerie. 


Bulldog Bob Brown hiptosses Jim Garvin during a February 1986 match. Brown, a star 


in the Midwest for many years, died of a heart attack in February in Kansas City. 


us. The more they hate us, the bet- 
ter we feel! We only take the best 
that Canada has to offer.” 

I’m sad to report that Bulldog 
Bob Brown, one of the nicest 
wrestlers | ever met, died of a 


many times, and we evened 
teamed up sometimes. After we 
both retired, we got together regu- 
larly. He was a good buddy. I'll 
really miss him.” 

So will a lot of other people. [ 
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It’s time for another “PW/ Poll.” We asked 
160 experts to answer 50 critical questions 
about our sport. Can the NWO overtake 
WCW? Who’s the sexiest woman in. 
wrestling? Who will jump federations next? 
Who is wrestling’s most dangerous man? 
It's a must-read! ... Don’t miss our full-color 
centerfold of AHMED JOHNSON ... ECW 
is finally going pay-per-view. Is the world 
ready for it? We'll give you an exclusive 
preview of “Barely Legal” ... HULK HOGAN 
wouldn’t let RODDY PIPER retire. So now 
Piper says he’s not going down unless he 
takes Hogan with him! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
_ June 1997 issue of Pro Wresiling Illustrated 
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Why TheNOD fe Sticnged Than The NWO had 
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They are two of the more colorful rebels 
we’ve ever seen in the ring. RODDY PIPER 
has been raising hell for more than two 
decades, while STEVE AUSTIN is now 
considered by many to be the most 
dangerous man in the WWF. You won’t 
believe what happens in our “Superstar 
Dream Match” ... You might be surprised by 
who came out on top in this year’s Tag 
Team Stat-O-Charts, our ranking of the top 
20 duos in the sport ... Some people didn’t 
like NWO Souled Out, but the NWO thought . 
it was the best pay-per-view ever. What 
made them say, “It was just too easy”? 


All this—and much more!—in the 
Summer 1997 issue of Wrestling Supersiars 


NO HOLDS BARRED 


of Shawn Michaels began to truly 
shine. 

It didn’t take long for fans to 
notice Michaels’ talents. With all 
due respect to Jannetty, Michaels 
had something more. And though 
his breakup with Jannetty was 
rough, his transition to singles 
wrestling was smooth, and he 
soon captured Intercontinental 
gold. He followed that up with a 
tag team title reign (with Kevin 
“Diesel” Nash). And in 1995, he 
reached the pinnacle by winning 
the WWF World title. 

Having worked as a wrestling 
journalist and cartoonist for sever- 
al years now, | must admit that 
very little surprises me in the way 
of news. But there are events that 
shock me and hit home. The last 
time | felt this “punch in the gut” 
was three years ago, when local 
AWA promoter Wally Karbo died 
suddenly. | had the privilege of 
meeting and spending time with 
Wally. His death went beyond 
news for me and for many others. 
Ironically, Wally helped guide the 
early years of Shawn Michaels’ 
wrestling life. 

Now | am looking at the possi- 
ble death of Michaels’ career. 
Things happen in life that we don’t 
expect. Nothing is guaranteed. 
One minute you’re on top of the 
world, and the next minute, you’re 
chopped down at the knees. In 
this case, that statement can be 
taken literally. 

At 31, Shawn Michaels is my 
age. | know how | would feel if | 
could no longer make a living doing 
what | love most. | realize that 
Shawn has most of his life in front 
of him, but somehow he has to 
come to grips with the fact that he 
might have to live that life out of the 
spotlight. That spotlight has always 
been important to a man like 
Michaels, whose healthy ego 
pushed him to a level of greatness 
in this sport few have ever reached. 
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If there was any way Michaels could continue wrestling, he would. He loves testing 
his skills against top-notch professionals like Steve Austin. While he is financially 
secure, he will miss the competitive aspect of the sport. 


For the next several months to a 
year, if not forever, we will be 
deprived of Michaels. One less 
great wrestler in the world today. 
Sorry, folks, but | find that sad. 

To Shawn Michaels, | offer this: 
In the 12 years that you wrestled, 
you did more than most have done 
in many decades. Two AWA and 
WWF tag team titles. Two Inter- 
continental titles. Two WWF World 
titles. Four consecutive PW/ 
Matches of the Year. 

Wrestling, of course, will not 


grind to a halt because of Mi- 
chaels’ absence. The sport will 
endure and thrive. But when you 
lose a quality wrestler, you lose 
quality overall. One less great 
wrestler, and fewer Match of the 
Year candidates. 

A wrestler like Shawn Michaels 
only comes around once in a while 
... and seems to go away much 
too quickly. The “Heartbreak Kid” 
is living up to his namé tonight. He 
has broken many hearts. But none 
more so than his own. O 


See BACK ISSUES OF eas 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 
Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! _— 


duly 1986/Stories include; King Kong Bundy,- 


Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair, 


December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Hogan, Bockwinkel, Gilbert, Nikita, 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBlase, Bome & Sawyer. 


May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 


February 1990/Stories include: Sting-Luger, 
Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown, 


April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 


June 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Rockers, 
Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger. 


July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 


October 1990/Stories include; Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 


November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners, 


May 1991/Stories include: Hogan-Slaughter, 
Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 


June 1991/Stories include; Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

July 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 


August 1991/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 
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In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


September 1991/Stories include: Steiners 
vs. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 


November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 


January 1992/Stories include; LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett. 

February 1992/Stories include; Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson & 
Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 

dune 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 


August 1992/Stories include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 


October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warrior, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 


November 1992/Stories include: Crush, 
Reed, Hennig, Sting, Rogers. 


April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatanka. 


June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 


July 1993/Stories include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 


November 1993/Stories include: Rude-Fiair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies. 


December 1993/Stories include: Luger, Sting 
& Flair, Fyich, Luna, Austin, 


January 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 


February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steroids. 


April 1994/Stories include; Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 


May 1994/Stories include; Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherri. 


July 1994/Stories include: Flair-Hogan, 
DiBiase, Crockett, Douglas, WWF. 


THE WRESTLER 


August 1994/Stories include: Cactus-Vader, 
MOM, Hart & Yokozuna, Badd. 


October 1994/Stories include: Undertaker, 
Cactus, Scorpio-Sabu, Funk, Sheik. 


November 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Owen, Bret, Badd, Lawler. 


December 1994/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Vicious, Austin, Bomb. 


January 1995/Stories include: Holiday gifts, 
DiBiase, Badd, Backlund, PG-13. 


February 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Sabu, Honky Tonk. 


April 1995/Stones include: Harlem Heat, 
Lawler-Comette, Beefcake, What If...? 


May 1995/Stories include; Sting-Savage, 
Jarrett, Flair, Douglas-Blanchard. 


July 1995/Stories include: Hogan, Jannetty, 
Pillman, LT, Dundee. 

August 1995/Stories include: Diesel, LT, 
Hogan, powerful people, Gargoyle. 


October 1995/Stories include: Backlund, 
Steiners, Austin & Pillman, Miss Texas. 


November 1995/Stories include: Flair- * 
Savage, Mabel, Jarrett-Ramon, Renegade. 


Winter 1995/Stories include: Sting-Hogan, 
Steiners, Yankem, Bodies, Am. 


January 1996/Stories include: Hogan, 
Douglas, anniversary review of 30 years, 


February 1996/Stories include: Hart, Luger, 
WCW, Cactus, Horowitz. 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


Des Moines, IA, (Corres- 
pondent—Brian Haight): Rick 
and Scott Steiner were supposed 
to make their first WCW World tag 
team title defense against Meng 
and The Barbarian on this night, 
but because Eric Bischoff stripped 
them of the title, it became just a 
matchup of two top contenders to 
the title. 

The Steiners had the advan- 
tage early on, hitting both of their 
foes with clotheslines and other 
impressive power moves. Meng 
attempted to sway the momentum 
with a top-rope legdrop on Rick, 
and he executed that well, but 
couldn’t get a three-count. 

Later, The Barbarian and Scott 
tagged in almost simultaneously. It 
took only a few minutes for Scott 
to start dominating Barbarian. He 
rocked him with a belly-to-belly 
suplex and got the pinfall. 

In other bouts: The Giant 
pinned Roadbiock ... Eddy Guer- 
rero pinned Jeff Jarrett after Steve 
McMichael interfered ... Ultimo 
Dragon pinned Billy Pearl ... Lex 
Luger defeated Ron Powers by 
submission ... Steve McMichael & 
Arn Anderson beat The Amazing 
French-Canadians ... WCW World 
tag team champs Scott Hall & 
Kevin Nash beat Ace Darling & 
Devon Storm ... Kevin Sullivan 
pinned Joe Gomez ... Dean 
Malenko beat Jerry Flynn ... Hugh 
Morris pinned Chris Benoit ... The 
Giant beat WCW World champ 
Hulk Hogan by disqualification. 


Philadelphia, PA, (Corres- 
pondent—Chris Knepper): 
Tommy Dreamer and The Pit Bulls 
defeated Shane Douglas, Brian 
Lee, and Chris Candido—the 
Triple Threat—in a wild bout that 
featured hard-hitting chair shots, 
an appearance by Cloudy (who 
briefly managed Candido in the 
WWF), and another appearance 
by the mysterious masked man 
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who many believe is 
Rick Rude. 

Pit Bull | and Can- 
dido brawled their way 
through the crowd 
early on as Lee and 
Dreamer fought at 
ringside. Dreamer and 
The Pit Bulls later 
gained an advantage 
by ramming Candido, 
Lee, and Douglas into 
a ringside barrier, 
which had been 
thrown into the ring. 
Dreamer and The Pit 
Bulls then slammed 
Lee through a table, 
and Pit Bull Il press- 
slammed Douglas 
onto the barrier. | 

The Triple Threat 
wasn't finished, though. 
They rebounded as 
Candido piledrived 
Dreamer while Douglas 
suplexed Pit Bull |! onto 
two chairs. Candido 
attempted a top-rope 
power bomb, but he 
ended up crashing to the floor when 
Dreamer blocked the move. 

Suddenly, Cloudy stormed the 
ring, only to be nailed with a cook- 
ie sheet by Beulah McGillicutty. As 
those two battled back to the lock- 
er room, Dreamer ducked as 
Candido swung a chair and acci- 
dentally hit Douglas. 

As Douglas, Candido, and Lee 
all executed “Rude Awakenings” 
on their opponents, the mysteri- 
ous masked man appeared at 
ringside, grabbed the micro- 
phone, and started yelling that 
Candido, Douglas, and Lee don’t 
know how to execute a “Rude 
Awakening.” As all three retreat- 
ed into the crowd, Dreamer and 
The Pit Bulls followed them . 
Meanwhile, the masked man 
spanked Francine, Douglas’ 
valet, in mid-ring. 


Brian Lee uses a 
chain to choke Pit 
Bull Il during a six- 
man tag team match 
at ECW Arena. Pit 
Bull Il recovered and” 
led his team to victo- 
ry by super-bombing 
Shane Douglas. 


The match finally ended when 
Pit Bull Il super-bombed Douglas 
through a table in the ring and had 
Pit Bull | pin him. 

In other bouts: Louie Spicolli 
pinned Mike Awesome ... Lance 
Storm pinned B. Mahoney ... 
Stevie Richards defeated Rick 
Morton ... Steve Williams beat Axl 
Rotten ... ECW heavyweight 
champ Raven pinned Steve 
Williams ... The Sandman defeat- 
ed D-Von Dudley ... ECW tag 
team champs The Eliminators 
defeated Sabu & Rob Van Dam... 
Terry Funk beat Tommy Rich by 
submission. oO 


Send your reports to: 
CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, 


Box 1148, Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Mason for stealing two of your 
main wrestlers, Owen Hart and 
Davey Boy Smith?” —Joanne M. 
Dominico, Surrey, British 
Columbia 
“Oh, I had quite a few things 
planned for Mr. Clarence 
Mason back a few months 
ago,” said Cornette. “I was 
gonna show him what happens 
when you try to pull a fast one 
on ol’ James E. Cornette. But I 
decided to back off. Clarence 
Mason did a lot for me when he 
was my personal attorney, and 
I guess I owe him something 
for that. And I watched what 
he’s been doin’ with Owen and 
‘Bulldog.’ For a rookie, he’s 
doing a pretty good job as a 
manager, and ‘Bulldog’ and 
Owen are still the WWF tag 
team champions. We had a lit- 
tle meeting not too long ago 
and straightened out some 
things, so I’m not lookin’ for 
any revenge right now. But if I 
decide to build another Camp 
Cornette, you might see some 
of my guys goin’ at it with some 
of his. I don’t like the man that 
much.” 

eee 
“This is a question for Six: You 
haven’t yet won a title since you 
joined the NWO, but you’ve 
stolen two different WCW belts: 
first the U.S. belt, then the cruis- 
erweight belt. What happened to 
you? Don’t you think it’s more 
rewarding to go after and win 
titles the honorable way?” —Jim 
Floyd, Harrisburg, PA 
“I’m with the NWO, and we do 
things the way we want to,” Six 
said. “If I waited for some stu- 
pid promoter to tell me I’m the 
number-one contender to this 
belt and maybe I can get a title 
shot soon, I’d be waiting forev- 
er. The people who run 
WCW—other than Mr. Eric 
Bischoff—will do anything to 


Q: “I have some ques- 
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keep the NWO 
down, They won’t 
give us the matches 
we deserve, so we 
have to do things a 
little differently. If I 
take the belt, they 
gotta give me a title 
match. What does 
honor mean? It’s a 
useless word that 
people think sounds 
great, but it doesn’t 
mean anything. If 
you don’t do what- 
ever it takes to be a 
champion, you’re an 
idiot.” 
eee 


tions for Debra Mc- 
Michael: Why do you 
always tell us on interviews that 
you’re not one to gossip, then go 
ahead and gossip anyway? Also, 
do you help your husband with 
wrestling strategy at all?” —Erin 
Wainright, El Paso, TX 

A: “I don’t know what you mean 
about the gossiping,” Debra 
replied. “It’s not polite to gos- 
sip, because when you spread 
gossip, you’re usually spread- 
ing ugly lies, and I would never 
do such a thing. It’s true that I 
don’t gossip. Everything I say 
is true. If I tell you I heard 
something, I really did. I heard 
it from someone I trust, so I 
know it’s true. About the strat- 
egy thing you asked about, I 
always help my Steyen with 
strategy. He doesn’t need much 
help, but I like to tell him what 
moves to use sometimes. I real- 
ly know a lot about that stuff, 
and I’m always happy to be 
helpful.” | 


YOU ASKED US, c/o THE WRESTLER 


~ Box 1148, Ft, Washington, PA 19034 


Debra McMichael is always telling Gene Okerlund on 
interviews that she doesn’t like to gossip. She 
swears all she ever does is tell the truth. 


5 MAKE BiG MONEY 
IN PRO WRESTLING 5 


Whether you want to be in the 
wrestling spotlight or make money behind 
the scenes, this book was written for you!! 
Co-authored by wrestling superstars KING 
KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY BOY” 
LARRY SHARPE, HITTIN’ THE MAT 
contains everything you need to know to 
prepare for a wrestling or non-wrestling 
career in this exciting business. GUAR- 
ANTEED! Whether you want to make 
money in the wrestling industry or just enjoy 
watching, this book is a must! Act now and 
receive the following FREE bonuses; 


1. Autographed, personalized picture of 
KING KONG BUNDY and “PRETTY 
BOY” LARRY SHARPE. 


2. Informative guide describing dozens of 
non-wrestling positions. 


3. Money-saving coupons for wrestling 
publications, training, equipment, memor- 
abilia and more. 
Only $12.95 + $2 S/H 
(Add $5 outside U.S.) 


DON’T WAIT! ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 
HITTIN’ THE MAT 
704 BROADWAY, #188B 
MANTUA, NJ 08051 
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TAG TEAMS 


] OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Combined weight: 472 pounds 


TOP 10 


| SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 


(5) WWE World champion (3) WWF World tag team champions 
2 EDDY GUERRERO 2 THE GIANT & LEX LUGER 
221, El Paso, TX Combined weight: 695 pounds 
(4) U.S. heavyweight champion (-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
BRET HART SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 646 pounds 
(6) No. 3 contender: WWF World title (2) WCW World tag team champions 
SIX DOUG FURNAS & PHIL LAFON 


212, Minneapolis, MN 

(-) WCW cruiserweight champion 
5 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 

{-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 
6 LEX LUGER 

265, Chicago, IL 

(7) No. 3 contender: WCW World title _ 
7 BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 

{-) No. 6 contender: WWF World title 


§ ROCKY MAIVIA 


Combined weight: 475 pounds 

(4) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 
5 PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 

(-) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 

THE ELIMINATORS 

Combined weight: 459 pounds 

(7) ECW tag team champions 
7 THE BARBARIAN & MENG 

Combined weight: 589 pounds 

(9) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
8 HARLEM HEAT 


272, Pearl City, HI 


{-) WWF Intercontinental champion 


9 STEVE AUSTIN 
241, Dallas, TX 


(3) Ne. 4 contender: WWF World title 


10 DEAN MALENKO 
216, Tampa, FL 


(9) No. 1 contender: WCW cruiserweight title 


wcw 
World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1—EDDY GUERRERO 
(1) 221, El Paso, TX 
2—THE GIANT 
(2) 430, parts unknown 
3—LEX LUGER 
(3) 265, Chicago, IL 
4—RODDY PIPER 
(-) 247, Glasgow, Scotland 
5—SIX 
(6) 212, Minneapolis, MN 
6—DEAN MALENKO 
(4) 216, Tampa, FL 
7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 
(5) 260, Tampa, FL 
8—JEFF JARRETT 
(9) 230, Nashville, TN 
9—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(-) 140, San Diego, CA 
10—PRINCE IAUKEA 
(-) 219, Honolulu, HI 
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WWE 
World Champion: 
SID VICIOUS 
(C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
1—ROCKY MAIVIA 
{-) 272, Pearl City, HI 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 
(6) 328, parts unknown 
3—BRET HART 
(2) 235, Calgary, Alberta 
4—STEVE AUSTIN 
(4) 241, Dallas, TX 
5—AHMED JOHNSON 
(5) 255, Pearl River, MS 
6—BIG VAN VADER 
(8) 450, Denver, CO 
7—FAAROOQ 
(7) 260, Perry, GA 
8—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 
(1) 279, Greenwich, CT 
9—GOLDUST 
(10) 254, Austin, TX 
10—MANKIND 
(9) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 


Bret Hart 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—ELIJAH 
(-) 273, parts unknown 
2—REGGIE B. FINE 
(-) 215, Memphis, TN 
3—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
4—THE INTERROGATOR 
(-) 251, parts unknown 
5—STEVEN DUNN 
(-) 240, Tampa, FL 
6—BILL DUNDEE 
(3) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
7—FLASH FLANAGAN 
(10) 221, Detroit, MI 
8—MIKE SAMPLES 
(-) 252, Indianapolis, IN 
9—BILLY TRAVIS 
(-) 218, Houston, TX 
10—J.C. ICE 
(5) 221, Memphis, TN 


Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(5) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 
9g HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 

Combined weight: 531 pounds 

(6) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 

10 THE BLACKJACKS 
Combined weight: 582 pounds 
{-) No. 3 contenders: WWF World tag title 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 


RAVEN 
(C) 235, Short Hills, NJ 
1—SHANE DOUGLAS 
(2) 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—TOMMY DREAMER 
(4) 245, Yonkers, NY 
3—THE SANDMAN 
(1) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
4—ROB VAN DAM 
(-) 227, Battle Creek, MI 


— TAZ 
[-) 248, Red Hook, NY 
6—SABU 
(-} 220, Bombay 
7—TERRY FUNK 
(-) 247, Amarillo, TX 
8—CHRIS CANDIDO. 
(6) 226, Carteret, NJ 
9—BRIAN LEE 
(5) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
10—STEVIE RICHARDS 
(9) 227, Philadelphia, PA 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 

title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 

issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


| THE GIANT 
430, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 AHMED JOHNSON 
255, Pearl River, MS 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


3 RODDY PIPER 
247, Glasgow, Scotland 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
oh DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 


260, Tampa, FL 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


& THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 


Last Issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


6 LEX LUGER 
265, Chicago, IL 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


7 BRET HART 
235, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


8 REY MISTERIO JR. 
140, San Diego, CA 
Last issue: unrated 

wy GOLDUST 
254, Austin, TX 
Last issue: unrated 

10 THE SANDMAN 

244, Philadelphia, PA 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(C) 287, Gisu, Japan 
1—JUSHIN LIGER 
(1) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
2—MASA CHONO 
(8) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
3—THE GREAT MUTA 
(7) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
4—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(10) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
5—SCOTT NORTON 
(-) 360, Minneapolis, MN 
6=—RIKICHOSHU 
(6) 246, Yamaguchi, Japan 
7—KENSUKE SASAKI 
(9) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
8—ULTIMO DRAGON 
(2) 175, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—MARCUS BAGWELL 
(-) 240, Marietta, GA 
10—SHIRO KOSHINAKA 
(-) 225, Tokyo, Japan 


MOST HATED 


] RANDY SAVAGE 


237, Sarasota, FL 

Last issue: unrated 
2 STEVE AUSTIN 

241, Dallas, TX 


Las? issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


3 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


a SCOTT HALL 
290, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


5 KEVIN NASH 
356, Detroit, MI 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


6 KEVIN SULLIVAN 
252, Boston, MA 


Las? issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


7 SAVIO VEGA 
260, Vega Alta, Puerto Rico 


Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 


8 SIX 
212, Minneapolis, MN 


Lust issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


g FAAROOQ 
260, Perry, GA 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


10 RAVEN 
235, Short Hills, NJ 
Last issue: unrated 


ALL-JAPAN 
Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 228, Saitama, Japan 
1—KENTA KOBASHI 
(1) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
2—YOSHINARI OGAWA 
(3) 202, Fichigi, Japan 
3—AKIRA TAUE 
(4) 265, Tokyo, Japan 
4—JUN AKIYAMA 
(2) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
5—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(5) 245, Tizhigi, Jopan 
6—TAKAO OMORI 
(6) 221, Tokyo, Japan 
7—STAN HANSEN 
(7) 322, Borger, TX 
8—JOHNNY ACE 
(9) 250, San Bernadino, CA 
9—ROB VAN DAM 
{-) 227, Battle Creek, MI 
10—SABU 
(10) 220, Bombay 


For period ended February 27, 1997 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 
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CANADIAN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Robby Royce; 1—Bobby Jay; 2—J.7. 
Ailos; 3—Chad Ripley; 4—EZ. Ryder; 5—Vonce Nevada; 6—Brion Jewel; 7—Spice Richards; 
8—Wildman Firpo; 9—Bugsy Sluggliano; 10—Jaysus Gothik. 

CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Xevin Sullivan; 1—Tony Rumble; 2—King 
Kong Bundy; 3—Doink the Clown; 4—Knuckles Nelson; 5—Tony Atlas: 6—Vic Steamboat; 7— 
Salvatore Sincere; 8—Steve Corino; 9—Devon Storm; 10—Pink Assassin, 

MID-EASTERN WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—Stovie Richards; 1—Roven; 2— 
Jimmy Cicero; 3—Axl Rotten; 4—Chris Candido; 5—Corporal Punishment; 6—Mark Schrader; 7— 
Jason Knight; 8—Devon Storm; 9—Adam Flash; 10—Steve Corino. 

NATIONAL WRESTING FEDERATION; Champion—Ben Jordan; 1—Scorpion; 2—Gary Valiant; 
3—Steve Neely: 4—Steve Morton; 5—Trocey Smothers; 6—Shone Morton; 7—Damien; 8— 
Lucifer; 9—Lorry Valentine; 10—Bloze. 

NORTH AMERICAN ALL-STAR WRESTLING: Champion—Colorado Kid; 1—Tracey Smothers; 
2—Lustin St. John; 3—Scuffin’ Hillbilly, 4—Rick Morton; 5—Cody Montana; 6-—Storm Trooper; 
7—Nolley Cruz; 8—Billy the Kid; 9—Scotty McKeever; 10—Tim Prichard, 

PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Julio Sanchez; 1—Lonce 
Diamond; 2—Glen Osbourne; 3—Cheetah Master; 4—Mark Mest; 5—Ace Darling; 6—Pat 
Shamrock: 7—Haxx Crimson; 8—Boogie Woogie Brown; 9—Diablos Macabre; 10—D.Z. Gillespie. 
PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION: Champion—ttolian Stollion; 1—George South; 2—Maodd 
Maxxine; 3—Flaming Youth; 4—Terry Austin; 5—Cruel Connection Il; 6—Stor Ryder; 7—Chris 
Hamrick; &—Masked Maniac; 9—Texos Outlaw; 10—Wasted Youth, 

WORLD WIDE WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—King Kong Bundy; 1—Harley Lewis; 2— 
Jack Hommer; 3—Blue Thunder; 4—Glen Osbourne; 5—Johnny Rock; 6—Kool Kid Ice; 7—Hike 
Sharpe; 8—Cujo; 9—Bodacious Pretty Boy; 10—Froncois. 
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Heartbreak for “The Heartbreak Kid” ... 
Last month in this column, we were praising Shawn Mi- 
chaels for his outstanding performance at the Royal 
Rumble, where he captured his second WWF World 
heavyweight title by pinning 
“Psycho” Sid. We told you 
that he richly deserved his 
place atop our overall Top 10. 
Now he’s once again off 
that Top 10 list, but not be- 
cause of a poor win-loss 
record. It’s because as of 
press time, his status was still 
uncertain because of that 
knee injury. It looks, however, 
like reconstructive knee 
surgery will not be necessary. And it looks like Shawn 
could be back in the ring fairly soon. Obviously, we can’t 

’ keep him in the ratings while he’s on the sidelines with 
an injury, but you can be sure that he'll climb toward the 
top very fast if and when he does return. 

He says he won't come back at all unless he can 
wrestle like the Shawn Michaels of old, the Shawn 
Michaels so.many people love to watch compete. © 

Sid takes Michaels’ number-one spot in the Top 10 
this month, but don’t be surprised if his stay there isn’t 
all that long. I's been tough to get a good read on the 
WWF World title picture lately. Simply put, it's very 
crowded at the top. 

As of press time, Sid was the top guy, but Bret Hart 
was also right there, as was The Undertaker. And don't 
forget Steve Austin, who's a threat to everyone in the 
WWF. And what about Big Van Vader, who really 
looked like the old, mean, nasty, cruel, bloodthirsty 
Vader at In Your House in February. He wrestled most 
of that four-man elimination match with a huge gash 
over his left eye and blood running down his face. It 
looked like his eye was almost completely shut! 

So who's the number-one contender? That's hard to 
say. For now, we'll give that “honor” to Bret because it 
was “The Hitman” who lost the belt to Sid one night after 
the February lYH, and he might still be World champion 
today if Austin hadn't hit him with a chair while he had 
Sid caught in a “sharpshooter.” 

The WWF is very well-represented in this month’s 
overall Top 10. 

A Regal question ... Some readers have 
argued that our family of magazines doesn’t show 


Shawn Michaels 
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enough respect to the WCW TV title. They'll say it is 
every bit as important as the cruiserweight title and won- 
der why we don’t put the WCW TV champion in our 
overall Top 10 regularly. 

Fair question ... simple answer. 

Like everyone else, the WCW TV champion must 
earn his spot among the elite 10. Hulk Hogan rarely 
makes it, and he’s been the WCW World champion 
since August. Lord Steven Regal was often exclud- 
ed from the Top 10 this fall and winter because 
although he was TV champion, he wasn't always 
defending his title enough to 
earn a spot. He spent some 
time competing in England 
in the fall, and when he 
came back, he wasn’t even 
featured on the WCW pay- 
per-views. 

Other times, he’d keep his 
title by getting himself disqual- 
ified or get saved when the 
10- or 15-minute time-limit 
expired. And when Regal lost 
the TV title to Prince laukea (Prince laukea?), well, that 
definitely took him out of contention. Regal might have 
the TV title back in his possession by the time you read 
this, but it could take him quite a while to prove to us 
that he belongs in the Top 10 again. 

We'll certainly concede that there’s a good chance 
Regal never would have lost to laukea had Rey 
Misterio Jr. not come out to distract him, but a man 
of His Lordship’s talent, intelligence, and international 
experience should know better than to turn his back 
on any opponent, even one as inexperienced as 
laukea. 

And though we'd love to do it, we can’t give laukea a 
place in the Top 10, either. It’s not fair to all those other 
wrestlers out there who have proven themselves on a 
more consistent and long-term basis. Heck, we were 
even a bit hesitant to place new WWF Intercontinental 
champ Rocky Maivia in the Top 10, but we did ulti- 
mately do that. One youngster is enough! Oo 


Lord Steven Regal 


Until next month ... \f you have any questions or comments 
about anything you see on this page or on our ratings pages, as 


always, we want to hear from you. Write to: “Ratings Analysis,” 
c/o THe Wrestier, Box 1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE WRESTLER ... 


AND RECEIVE THE PWI ALMANAC FREE! 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling - 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on * 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 
To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling I!lustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
“Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdom is £1.00. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London WCIIN 3XX 4450/02-97 


€-1¢9-006-1 ‘VOVNVD 
#-v89-006-1 “S'N 3HL 


ZI 662 1680 “WA 3HL 


LOL 


